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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


NICARAGUAN ENVOY VOICES TRUST IN HONDURAN GOVERNMENT 
PA150126 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1624 GMT 15 May 80 


[Text] Tegucigalpa, 15 May (ACAN-EFE)--Nicaraguan Ambassador to Honduras 
Jose Leon Talavera declared here today to the newspaper LA TRIBUNA that 
the Nicaraguan Government is fully confident that Honduras will not permit 
nor protect the activities of Somozist counterrevolutionary groups. 
Ambassador Talavera also charged the Somozists with "longing for the era 
of repression and exploitation." Talavera said he does not know if the 
Honduran Government has answered a letter from the Nicaraguan Foreign 
Ministry which denounced the existence of Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary 
training camps in Honduran territory. "But we trust that the Honduran 
Government will make the pertinent investigations to avoid problems in 
ite relations with Nicaragua," the ambassador said. 


Talavera expressed his government's concern over the appearance of an 
underground radio station allegedly operating somewhere in Nicaragua and 
which is heard in Honduras on the 49, 52 and 12m international shortwave 
bands. This underground radio station which identifies iteelf ae the 
"Voice of the Special Anticommunist Guerrilla Forces" [FESGA]) has stated 
that there have been confrontations between the Sandinists and their 
forces and that the latter have managed to recover some weapons. "We 
are concerned over the appearance of this radio station but we know that 
it was the least the Somozists could do. We are sure that this station 
is not located in Nicaragua and certainly it is not difficult to set up 
something of this sort," the ambassador said. 
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INTER~AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


MEXICAN, VENEZUELAN POLITICAL PARTIES STUDY ENERGY 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 13 May 80 p D-8 


[Text] The Democratic Action (AD), Movement for Socialism (MAS) 

and People's Electoral Mc ement (MEP) parties, which are far apart 
ideologically, have nevertheless joined together to study the energy- 
related problems of Latin American countries and their regional and 
world implications. 


In the presence of the number one leader of Mexico's Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI), Gustavo Carvajal Moreno, the aforementioned 
national parties set up the Technical Office of Energy Information 

and Policy of Latin America (OTIPPAL) yesterday in Caracas. 


The decision to create this office, which is located on the first floor 
of the Kennedy Building on Andres Bello Avenue, was made at the 

second meeting of the Standing Conference of Latin American Political 
Parties (COPPPAL), which was held last month in Quito and attended by 
representatives of Ecuadorean, Guatemalan, Mexican, Peruvian and 
Venezuelan political parties, 


OTIPPAL is run by a unified team (politically speaking) made up of 
Juan Manuel Sucre Trias (AD), Pompeyo Marquez (MAS) and Alvaro Silva 
Calderon (MEP). 


the aim of the office is “to shape national energy policies that are 
consistent with regional and world proposals, in order to guarantee 

a (ransition stage from petroleum to alternative energy sources that 

is orderly, progressive, comprehensive, just and of benefit to mankind." 


Its directors point out that to achieve these goals OTIPPAL will 
compile and process information on energy, alternative sources, 
regional cooperation systems, technology and technology transfer, 
human resources and any other topic of interest in this connection. 











With this information base it will be able to offer recommendations 

on priorities in international financial cooperation with countries in 
che area that import oil, for the exploration of new areas or the 
development of alternative sources, and conduct public opinion campaigns 
on the conservation and rational use of Latin America's energy 
resources, 


Carvajal Moreno, who is the president of COPPPAL, explained OTIPPAL's 
aims at the inauguration ceremony, which was also attended by 
Venezuelan political leaders and petroleum experts and the Mexican 
ambassador in our country, Ismael Moreno Pino. 


The Christian Democrats are not represented at the Standing Conference 
of Latin American Political Parties. The PRI leader replied thus to 
a question in this regard: 


"Twenty-five political parties from 17 countries belong to the 
conference, and the condition for membership 4% that a party not 
have overseas ties." 


8743 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS' FORDE OPENS CARIBBEAN MEETING: ‘OUTLOOK GRIM' 
FL261515 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 20 May 80 p 1 


(Text External Affairs Minister Mr. Henry Forde has said that the out- 
look for ‘2 Caribbean at the beginning of the 1980s is grim. 


Mr. For.« warned a group of experts now meeting in Barbados to discuss 
development strategy in the Caribbean: "The overwhelming truth about the 
Caribbean which emerges at the end of the second development decade is 
that if its hopes for prosperity were high at the start of the 70s, the 
outlook is grim at the start of the 80s." Mr. Forde was addressing the 
group from member countries of the Caribbean Development and Co-operation 
Committee at the Dover Convention Centre yesterday. 


He said: “The problems of energy-induced (?stagnation); serious if not 
nearly insoluble balance of payments problems, critical and severe in at 
least two of the major countries of the region; combined with the serious 
social problems which these bring in their wake, now stand as serious 
obstacles to the regional development planning in the 80s. [quotation 
mark as published] 


He told them that as they deliberated on what strategies must be devised 
for the Caribbean, they would have to bear a number of points in mind. 


The importance of collective economic self-reliance and collective 
security for the region could not be over-emphasised, he said. 


The problem of energy must be addressed and strategies will have to be 
devised to better instruct member states how to manage or avoid balance- 
of-payments problems, how to deal with the world monetary situation and 
trends. 


Above all, he stressed, the region would have to speed up the pace at 
which women must be fully integrated into the development process, if 
these strategies were not to founder and fail. 


Mr. Forde said that a vital need remained for the Caribbean community to 
develop much closer links of economic, technical, social and cultural 
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co-operation with other countries of the Caribbean Archipelago and the 
Latin American mainland, 


He noted that there was an economic co-operation agreement with Mexico on 
one hand and the Caribbean community on the other. But he called for 
further integration between the sub-region of Latin America and the 
CARICOM community. 


Mr. Forde also noted that the Caribbean faced “the growing illness of a 
world swiftly running out of known energy sources." 


"The challenge is to devise an attractive plan which will induce OPEC and 
other oil-producing countries to create a special fund for the use of 
developing countries, to offset the economic instability that is induced 
by inflation and too high balance of payments problems," he said. 


He also urged the seeking out and utilising of other alternative sources 
of energy, while harnessing end conserving present usage of energy. 


In respect of the balance of payments problems, Mr. Fo. «id that it 
was clear that in a region of high imports, with atten: .oc ini lationary 
problems, that the external purchasing power of Latin rican and 
Caribbean countries would have to grow much more than i: ..c past. 


"In devising a strategy for the Caribbean it wili be necessary to take 
into account the complementary global aspects of the problem." 


He listed these as the growth and diversification of exports, surpassing 

the results of the trend projections; the improvement of terms of trade; 

the possibilities of holding down imports below projected levels; and the 
use of more external financing, both developmental and commercial. 


"Your task and one for which you are ably qualified will be in choosing 
for the sub-region the strategies best fitted for its economic survival, 
while making room for these strategies to work as well within the global 
network." 


cso: 3020 








INTER-AMERICAN AFPALRS 


CDB BOARD OF DIRECTORS-=-The Caribbean Development Bank today announced 
the selection of a new board of directore by the board of governors at 
ite tenth annual meeting. The following persons have been selected: 
Me H. Barber, Jamaica; Mr U. Bakeh, Trinidad and Tobago; Mr W. Rolle, 
Bahamas and Belize; Mr D. Augustin, Guyana; Mr M. Scott, Dominica, 
Grenada, St Lucta and St Vincent; Mr A. Guishard, Antigua, St Kitte- 
Nevie-Anguiila, Monteerrat, Britieh Virgin Ielande, Cayman Islands, 
Turke and Caicos Ielande; Mr J. Toller, Canada; Mr J. Edwards, United 
Kingdom; and Dr R. Guarnieri, Venezuela. It wae pointed out that the 
two year terme of office of director for Barbados, Mr S. Emtage and the 
director for Colombia, Mr J. Mogollon, have not yet expired. [Text] 
[PLI31415 Nassau TREBUNE in English 6 May 80 p 1) 


BELI17E-PEMEX AGREEMENT--The minister of trade and industry, Guadalupe 
Pech, today announced in the House of Representatives in Belmopan that 
agreement has been reached by Mexican Petroleum, PEMEX, and the govern- 
ment of Belize whereby the Belize Electricity Board will purchase diesel 
directly from PEMEX in Mexico City. This agreement is to be renewed 
annually and it will mean a steady and more economical supply of diesel. 
Under the agreement prices are to be reviewed every quarter. [FL240131 
Belize City Domestic Service in English 0100 G¥T 24 May 80) 
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BRLEFS 


AUSTRALIAN ENVOY=-Australian High Commissioner to Barbados Mr. Gordon 
Neil Bliney presented hie credentiale to Prime Minister Tom Adame yester- 
day at government headquartere. Mr. Bliney who ie based in Kingeton, 
Jamaica, took up his appointment in the Caribbean on February 25. He 
has eo far been officially accredited to Jamaica, Guyana, the Bahamas, 
Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados. The Australian high commie~ 
sioner said that hie government was particularly interested in intensify-~ 
ing the Commonwealth link with the Caribbean. [Excerpt] [FL201530 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 May 80 p 1) 
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BELIZE 


EDITORLAL HOPEFUL ON SOLUTION TO BELIZE-GUATEMALA PROBLEM 
FL161610 Belize City THE REPORTER in English 11 May 80 p 2 
{Editorial} 


[Rxcerpte}) The four-day vieit to Belize of the Hon. Nicholas Ridley, 
minieter of atate for commonwealth affaires, last week to our view means 
that the Thatcher government is now ready to give some attention to 
Belize and ite troubles with Guatemala. 


There can be no doubt that the Americans are quite disturbed over recent 
events in Central America, and it is reasonable to expect that the British 
and the Americans are going to work closely behind the scenes on the 
Anglo-Guatemalan dispute. 


it ie also reasonable to assume that once the question is put down for 
intensive treatment, Mre. Thatcher in her forthright and businesslike 
way, will presse for a settlement. 


The timing is good, and the man Lord Carrendon has sent out as his chief 
negotiator, Nicholas Ridley, ie a competent man of large experience. 


The timing is good because by now Guatemala must have realized that she 
does not have the resources for any military adventuriem against Belize. 
The internal problems in that beleaguered city requires President 
Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia to keep his legions close to home base. 
Since President Carter is limiting arms shipments to Central America, a 
military move by Guatemala against Belize could be full of grave risks. 
This means that the Guatemalans would rather negotiate than fight. 


We believe that the British are working on new proposals which they hope 
will satisfy the Guatemalans and at the same time give to Belize the 
opportunity she needs for achieving her independence. In the past the 
Guatemalans have not been notably responsive to British overtures, but 

if the British and the Americans get together, as we believe they might 
at thie time, we think that a satisfactory settlement can be hammered out. 
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U.S. INTERVENTION IN EL SALVADOR INCREASES 
PAO20400 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 2 Jun 80 
["Our America” commentary | 


[Text] While the Christian Democratic junta increases ite implacable re- 
pression againat the people, it has been announced in New York that the 
U.S. Government is getting quickly organized to interfere in El Salvador 
militarily. 


In a statement issued by the U.S. Peace Council, it is charged that the 
military aid of the Washington government for the Salvadoran military junta 
is the pretext used to cover up the entry of U.S. military personnel in 

El Salvador. 


The U.S. Peace Council recalls that more than 1,000 persons have been mur- 
dered so far this year in El Salvador affirming that the coordinator of 
the repressive actions of the Salvadoran junta is U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Whie who carried out similar duties in Paraguay. 


The U.S. Peace Council stresses the serious threat that these serious ag- 
gressive military actions represent for peace and security in the Latin 
American continent urging U.S. citizens to demand that the Carter government 
suspend the military aid to reactionary regimes in Latin America. 


Meanwhile, it was reported in San Jose that the Salvadoran regime is cur- 
rently engaged in a large mobilization of troops toward the country's 
eastern region where repression against the people in general and the pea- 
sants in particular is gradually increasing. The peasants are accused of 
cooperating with the revolutionary forces. 


The U.S. intervention in El Salvador has been increasing as tne repudiation 
and the struggle against the regime keeps spreading. 


Several months ago, the Yankee imperialists exerted pressure to have dicta- 
tor Carlos Humberto Romero replaced by a civilian-military junta which has 
not done anything other than increasing the repression against the people 
and the submission to the orders of Washington. 

















The reply of the Salvadoran people to the demagogic policy of the junta 
has been the unity of all the antigovernment forces in the struggle againat 
repression and submissiveness. 


In view of the fact that it failed in ite attempt to consolidate the junta 
in power, the United States has intensified ite threat to interfere in 

El Salvador militarily. Several Salvadoran and international organisations 
have denounced thie, 


Spokesmen of imperialiem keep referring to these plane of intervention, 
publicly and in private. 


Moreover, the United States is using Latin American regimes not only to try 
to withdraw support from the struggle of the Salvadoran people but to lead 
them to an imminent military intervention in that Central American country. 
There are many training camps of counterrevolutionary individuale and ad- 
venture seeks in Honduras and Guatemala. These individuals are undergoing 
training to carry out actions against El Salvador and Nicaragua and the 
ruling party in Venezuela supporte the Christian Democratic junta. 


The intensification of the solidarity of all the progressive peoples, go- 
vernments-and organizations with the heroic struggle of the Salvadoran people 


for their legitimate right to independence, sovereignty and peace is a must 
in the face of the imperialist plot. 











CUBA 


HAVANA NOTES SUBJECTS DISCUSSED DELEGATE'S SPEECH AT SELA MEETING 
PA291520 Havana International Service in Spanish 2310 GMT 28 May 80 
["Our America” commentary ] 


[Text] The Sixth Congrese of the Latin American Economic System [SELA], 
which was held in the Venezuleancity of Caraballeda, has concluded. 

[Words indistinct] two-hundredexperte and guests participated in the event. 
For 3 daye they studied the economic and social situation of Latin America. 


In the analyses, the spirit of regional unity and of strengthening the organ- 
ization prevailed as a necessary road to achieve effective cooperation and 
to solve the serious economic problems of the region. 


SELA's relations with other economic integration organizations were dis- 
cussed. The adopting of a joint position at the forthcoming UN General 
Assembly meeting--when matters related to the economic development of the 
underdeveloped countries will be discussed--was also analysed. 


The negative role of the transnational enterprises and the codes of conduct 
by which these enterprises should abide were also discussed considering the 
importance this matter has for the nations of the area. The transferring 
of technology and the need for a new international economic order were 
studied as well. 


One of the resolutions scores the economic blockade that the United States 
has imposed on Cuba since 1962 and condemns the negative effects that the 
U.S. foreign trade law has had on Latin America. 


At one of the sessions, Manuel Torres, chief of the Cuban delegation to the 
SELA event, said the meeting has taken place at a moment when the inter- 
national situation is very tense and the economic crisis of the developed 
capitalist country is negatively affecting the economy of the underdeveloped 
countries. 


The Cuban representative pointed out the growing aggressiveness of the 
U.S. Government in some regions of the world, especially against the Cen- 
tral American and Caribbean countries. 


ll 





Recent evidence of this hoatility, he added, are the maneuvers and threats 
against Nicaragua, El Salvador, Jamaica and Grenada and the carrying out 

of military exercises in the Caribbean. The aggressive and imperialist 
policy of the United States, Manuel Torres noted, is the main reason for the 
problema of the Latin American people on their effort to have true inde- 
pendence, He added: In calling for the developing and strengthening of 
the spirit and objectives for which SELA was created, the Cuban delegation 
states its conviction that SELI represents an important answer to all the 
different aggressive maneuvers that the U.S. Government implements. 


The Cuban delegate noted: The aggressive actions of the U.S. Government 
against my country are well known. Our people face them prepared to pay 
whatever price ie necessary for their sovereignty. 


He concluded his speech by quoting this maxim of liberator Simon Boliver: 
The only legitimate authority of a nation is the sovereignty of the people. 
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CUBA 


SOUTH AFRICAN OCCUPATION OF NAMIBIA CONDEMNED 
FLO21036 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 2 Jun 80 


[Text] The UN Council for Namibia has strongly condemned South Africa's 
occupation of that territory and the Western countries which continue to 
support the racist Pretoria regime. The council deplores the support that 
South Africa is receiving from its Western collaborators, giving Pretoria 
the opportunity not to fulfill all UN decisions on Namibia, states an eight- 
page document called declaration of Algiers. 


The document stresses that the council strongly rejects the systematic ac- 
tiors of the colonialist and racist South African regime to perpetrate its 
illegal occupation of Namibia and eliminate the South-West African People's 
Organization (SWAPO), the sole and legitimate representative of the Nami- 
bian people. 


Raul Roa Kouri, chairman of the nonaligned countries at the United Nations, 
described che results of the special session of the UN Council for Namibia 

as a hard blow to the Western powers which support South Africa. The coun- 
cil's agreements have contributed to unmask the imperialist powers and their 
transnational corporations which are reponsible for the plundering of Namibia's 
resources and exploitation of the South African people, said Roa Kouri. 


In statements to PRENSA LATINA shortly before returning to Havana [from Al- 
geria], the Cuban ambassador to the United Nations said the Western countries 
have sought by every means that the United Nations give more time to the 
South Africa racists in their illegal occupation of Namibia. 


The UN Council of Namibia decided to request the UN Security Council for an 
urgent application of sanctions against South Africa adopted by the inter- 
national organizations. The South African regime continues to occupy Nami- 
bia illegally and rejects UN efforts to find a political solution to the 
problem, states a 13-point action program approved at the meeting. 
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CUBA 


GARCIA FRIAS VISITS GUINES BUS, RAILROAD ENTERPRISES 
FLO51021 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 5 Jun 80 


[Text] Guillermo Garcia Frias, member of the party Politburo and vice presi- 
dent of the Councils of State and Ministers, has visited the Mayabeque tex- 
tile enterprise and the bus and railroad transportation units in Guines 
[Havana Province] after meeting with leaders of the municipal party commit- 
tee. 


At the textile enterprise, Garcia Frias held talks with workers and re- 
ferred to the efficiency of its 746 workers who, with restored equipment 
and some [presumably new] Soviet equipment, are making up for lost time to 
complete the plan of 16 million square meters of textile. 


At the Guines bus terminal, he described its operation as one of the coun- 
try's best from ammginateallations of its type. The Politburo member was 
interested in efficiency in the recovery of equipment which resulted in the 
reincorporation of 31 buses last year and 42 are planned for this year. 


Garcia Frias also visited the local railroad terminal whose administrator 
Pedro Gonzalez offered data on the fulfillment of schedules and quality 

of service in general. Gonzalez also answered questions on information given 
to passengers when delays occur. 


Lastly, Garcia Frias visited the Western railroad lines construction enter- 


prise where he asked questions about fulfillment of its economic plans and 
was briefed on the operation of all departments. 
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CUBA 


GARCIA FRIAS VISITS GUINES TEXTILE MILL 
FLO52232 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 5 Jun 80 


[Text] Guillermo Garcia Frias, member of the PCC Politburo and vice presi- 
dent of the Councils of State and Ministers, has visited a textile mill 
and the bus and railroad terminals in the Municipality of Guines, Havana 
Province, after meeting with the leaders of the municipal party committee. 
The party leader arrived in the area accompanied by Calixto Garcia, member 
of the PCC Central Committee and chief of its military department; Luis 
Alvarez de la Nuez, first party secretary in Havana Province; and other 
officials of the Central Committee. 


Garcia Frias met with the workers of the Mayabeque textile mill. The mill 
director praised the efficiency of the 746 workers whom, he said, are over- 
coming setbacks by fulfilling the plan of 16 million square meters of fab- 
rics withobsolete equipment and some Soviet machinery. At the bus terminal, 
the PCC Politburo member called the operation of the center one of the best 
in the country. He expressed interest in the recovery of equipment in- 
asmuch as last year the workers repaired 35 buses and have pledged to re- 
pair 42 more this year. The manager of che railroad terminal, Pedro Gon- 
zalez, briefed the visitors on the fulfillment of train schedules and 
quality of the service in general. 


The last place visited by Garcia Frias was the western railway construction 
enterprise, whose ‘headquarters are in Guines. While there he was briefed 
on the center's fulfillment of economic goals and on the functions of all 
its departments. 


cso: 3010 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADOR TO GUINEA=BISSAU--Cuba's Council of State has appointed Comrade 
Armando Torres Santrayll as ambassador of the Republic of Cuba to the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau. [Text] [FL301125 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 30 May 80) 


CUBA, GDR AGREEMENT ON BOOKS--Officials of the Cuban and GDR ministries of 
culture today signed a protocol which will govern cooperation between the 
two countries in the sphere of books for the period 1981-1982. The document 
was signed by the chairmen of the work group of the bilateral commission 

for cooperation in that sector, Lazaro Jordan, chief of Cuba's Social Sci- 
ences Publishing House, and Karl Heinz Selle, deputy director of the GDR's 
publisaing houses and book shops general department. The new agreement 
provides for a broadening of cooperation to include the publication of 
school textbooks and works of literature. [Text] [FL302007 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1910 GMT 30 May 80] 


POLISH CULTURE MINISTER VISIT--Zygmunt Najdowski, member of the Polish United 
Workers' Party Central Committee and minister of culture and art of that fra- 
ternal country, this morning visited the main offices of the Cuban Culture 
Ministry in Vedado. His Cuban counterpart and PCD Politburo member, Armando 
Hart Davalos, welcomed Zygmunt Najdowski and the members of the delegation 
who will participate in the days of the Polish culture in Cuba due to begin 
tonight with a ceremony at the national theater. At noon the Polish dele- 
gation visited the hall of Cuban paintings at the National Museum located 

ot the Palace of Fine Arte, where it was received by Marta Arjona, director 
vit the cultural patrimony. The members of the Polish artistic delegation 
who will perform in activities of the days of the Polish culture in Cuba 
arrived last Saturday. [Text] [FLO22013 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1815 GMT 2 Jun 80) 


CUBAN, SWISS FRIENDSHIP AGREEMENT--The Cuban Institute for Friendship with 
Peoples [ICAP] and the Switzerland-Cuba Friendship Association today signed 
an agreement in Havana city. ICAP President Rene Rodriguez Cruz and (Martin 
Swander), president of the Switzerland-Cuba Friendship Association, signed 
the document. (Swander), a member of the Swiss Labor Party Central Committee, 
and his wife are visiting Cuba at the invitation of the ICAP. The purpose 
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of his stay in our country is to strengthen the tles between the two organ- 
zations and to learn firsthand about Cuba's future socio-economic develop- 
ment. Rene Rodriguez stated that the 3-year agreement with the Switzerland- 
Cuba Friendship Association will contribute to a better understanding of 

the Cuban revolution's problems and gains by the Swiss people. [Text] 
{FLO21956 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1806 GMT 2 Jun 80] 


CARNEADO MEETS POLISH MINISTER--Jose Felipe Carneado, member of the party 
Central Committee and chief of ite science, culture and education department; 
and Zygmunt Najdowski, member of the Polish United Workers' Party [PZPR) 
Central Committee and minister of culture and art, have held talks on mat- 
ters of mutual interest. First Vice Minister of Culture Rafael Alemida; 
Krzysztof Kostyrko, deputy director of the PZPR Central Committee's culture 
department; and Polish Ambassador to Cuba Ryszard Majchrzak participated in 
the meeting. [Text] [FLO31034 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 

3 Jun 80] 


POLISH CULTURE WEEK OPENS--The week of Polish culture in Cuba has opened 

with speeches by Armando Hart Davalos, member of the party Politburo and 
minister of culture of Cuba, and Zygmunt Najdowski, member of the PZPR Cen- 
tral Committee and minister of culture and art. The inaugural ceremony 

was held at the national theater of Cuba. The two ministers of culture 
called for the expansion of relations of friendship and cultural cooperation 
between the two socialist countries. A gala concert followed with the parti- 
cipation of the entire Polish artistic delegation which will perform for 

the Cuban public until 9 June. [Excerpt] [FL031042 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1000 GMT 3 Jun 80) 


LUXEMBOURG COMMENT ON CUBA--Cuba is a brilliant example for all peoples be- 
cause of the gains achieved by its victorious struggle for liberation and no 
defamatory camnaign will be able to blur it, Rene Urbany, chairman of the 
Luxembourg Communist Party, has stressed. Speaking at the 23d Congress of 
the Luxembourg communists, Urbany expressed solidarity with the combat being 
waged by the Central American and Caribbean peoples to eradicate the imper- 
ial'st yoke. [Text] [FLO32328 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 

3 Jun 80] 


COSTA RICAN SOLIDARITY--Haydee Santamaria, member of the PCC Central Commit- 
tee and of the Council of State and president of the Casa de las Americas, 
has received a message of solidarity with Cuba from a group of prestigious 
Costa Rican intellectuals. The message of the governing board of the Asso- 
ciation of Authors of Literary, Artistic and Scientific Works of Costa Rica 
expressed the members’ solidarity with the Cuban people vis-a-vis U.S. man- 
euvers and deployment of military forces in the Caribbean, which threaten 
world peace as well as in the area. The governing board, the message 
states, wishes to express the Costa Rican people's desire to struggle for 
the ideals of peace, fraternity and self-determination of all peoples in 

the world as well as condemnation any attempt to meddle in Cuba's internal 
affairs. We reiterate our wishes to continue to work to broaden cultural re- 
lations between the Costa Rican and Cuban peoples. [Text] [FLO31852 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1824 GMT 3 Jun 80] 
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MILLAN CHAIRS AGRICULTURE MEETING--Arnaldo Milian Castro, member of the PCC 
Politburo and minister of agriculture, has chaired a meeting which examined 
the non-cane agriculture plans for 1981 in Sancti Spiritus Province. In his 
closing remarks Arnaldo Milian noted the need for all enterprises to fulfill 
their plans and pledges in tuber and vetegable crops and, at the same time, 
undertake a serious effort for high yields. The agriculture minister stressed 
the importance that an adequate use of the soil has and urged the establish- 
ment of a system of rotation for various crops. As an example he cited the 
potato areas which rotate with winter yam. Milian referred to the need for 
making the enterprises self-supporting and indicated that in order to do this, 
it is essential to attain sustained increases in the yields and the elimina- 
tion of all expenses not having an impact on production. Inclosing he re- 
ferred to the support that the Agriculture Ministry's enterprises must give 

in the weeding and planting of canefields. He urged all participants to be 

an example in technology, discipline and economic efficiency. [Text] [FLO32348 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 3 Jun 80] 


ANGOLAN AGRICULTURE MINISTER VISIT--Pedro Pacavira, Angola's minister of 
agriculture and secretary of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee in charge 
of political and ideological education, propaganda and information, today 
traveled to Cuba at the invitation of the Cuban Government. Pacavira heads 

a delegation which will remain some 10 days in Cuba and will hold talks on 
bilateral cooperation between Cuba and the People's Republic of Angola. [Text] 
'FL042341 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 4 Jun 80] 


POLISH MINISTER TO ISLE OF YOUTH--A delegation led by Zygmunt Najdowski, 
member of the Polish United Workers' Party Central Committee and minister of 
culture and art of that country, has arrived in the Isle: of Youth accompan- 
ied by Rafael Almeida, Cuban first vice minister of culture. Among the first 
places of interest visited by the official Polish delegation were the 

1 January ceramics plant installations, the former Modelo Prison which now 
is a museum and the citrus enterprise which is the primary industry of that 
island. During its stay in the special municipality, the delegation will 
visit the Samora Machel School in the countryside for Mozambican students 
and the (Nikolay Kopernikov) School for Cuban students. [Text] [FL041039 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 4 Jun 80] 








| MINISTER UNEAC VISIT=--Zygmunt Najdowski, member of the Polish United 
Workers’ Party Central Committee and minister of culture and art, this 
morning visited the main offices of the National Union of Cuban Writers and 
Artists [UNEAC] and held talks with its president, Nicolas Guillen. Najdowski 
heads the Polish official delegation to the days of the Polish culture in 
Cuba. During the talks the national poet and the high Polish official dis- 
cussed topics related to the development of culture in the two countries as 
well as the cooperation and affinity of interests existing betwen Cuba's 
and Poland's intellectuals and artists. In addition to the rest of the 
members of the Polish delegation, high UNEAC executives, among them the 
institution's vice president, Luis Suardiaz, participated in the meeting. 
(Text ] [FLO40043 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 
4 Jun 80] 
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TEXTILE MILL CONSTRUCTION EXAMINED=-In a meeting chaired by Commander of the 
Revolution Juan Almeida Bosque, member of the PCC Politburo, the progress 

of the construction work at Santiago de Cuba's textile mill was examined. 
Flavio Bravo, vice president of the Council of Ministers, and Jose R. 
Balaguer, first party secretary in Santiago de Cuba Province, both members 
of the PCC Central Committee, as well as representatives of the Construction 
Ministry in the province and Soviet specialists and advisers also partici- 
ated in the meeting. That textile mill, the biggest in Latin America when 
completed, will produce 80 million square meters of high quality fabric 
annually. The builders have pledged to complete it by 26 July 1983 in honor 
of the 30th anniversary of the assault on the Moncada Barracks. [Text |} 
[FLO42218 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 4 Jun 80] 


BOLIVIAN MISTREATMENT OF MUSICIANS=-The National Union of Cuban Writers and 
Artists [UNEAC] has condemned the mistreatment of Cuban musicians in Boli- 
via. On behalf of that cultural organizations, Nicolas Guillen has sent a 
cablegram to Bolivia's president, foreign minister, culture minister and the 
Bolivian University Confederation. The cablegram states: The Cuban writers 
and artists are surprised at and alarmed by the brutal treatment given to 
the "Nueva Trova" musical group formed by Augusto Blanca, Vicente Feliu, 
Lazaro Garcia and Sareska Pantoja, who were officially invited to visit that 
country. We wish to express our indignation in the face of an action which 
denies the most essential principles of civility. The members of the "Nueva 
Trova" movement in Camaguey and Santiago de Cuba as well as the UNEAC in 
Santiago de Cuba Province have also condemned the mistreatment of our musi- 
cians in Bolivia. [Text] [FfL042248 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 
GYT 4 Jun 80] 


KINGSTON MAYOR IN HAVANA--A Jamaican delegation led by Kingston Mayor Arthur 
Jones has arrived in Cuba in response to an invitation of the Havana city 
people's government provincial assembly. The delegation includes (Ray 
Barrett) and (Keith Miller), officials of the Kingston and St Andrew muni- 
cipal governments, respectively. During their stay in Cuba, they will visit 
places of economic and social interest and will hold meetings with offi- 
cials of the Havana city people's government organ. [Text] [FLO41012 

Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 5 Jun 80] 


ANAP MEETING--PCC Politburo member Jose Ramon Machado Ventura today chaired 
the afternoon session of the Seventh Plenum of the National Association of 
Small Farmers [ANAP], which is being held in Havana city. ANAP President 
Jose Ramirez Cruz also attended today's session. The participants in the 
meeting are examining the fulfillment of all agreements of the Fifth Peasaut 
Congress, the tuber and vegetable plans and views on constraction projects 
of rural housing. Another important topic being discussed is the one deal- 
ing with cane production or the next harvest. [Text] [FLO50036 Havana Do- 
mestic Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 5 Jun 80] 
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MILIAN VISLTS PARMS--Arnaldo Milian Castro, member of the PCC Politburo and 
minieter of agriculture, has visited the Juventud Heroica Tuber Farm lo- 
cated in the Municipality of Venezuela, Clego de Avila Province, where he 
observed the development of the plantain crop and other cultivations, Ac= 
companied in hie vieit by Rafael Valdes, first party secretary in Clego de 
Avila Province, Milian asked about the results of the revolution-for-high- 
yields program, planting of and attention given the plantain crop and the 
farm's tuber development. The Juventud Heroica Parm has attained the very 
high yield of 7,420 quintale of potatoes per caballeria in the recently 
concluded harvest and wae the first in the province to use the irrigation 
syatem in plantain plantations. Later in the day, Milian and Valdes met 
with the management of the farme of varied cultivations during which the 
province's development in the production of tubers and vegetables and the 
198) plane were examined, [Text] [71052338 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 2300 GMT 5 Jun 80) 


LIBRARY SCLENCES MEETING--Armando Hart Davalos, member of the PCC Politburo 
and minister of culture, has chaired the opening ceremony of the first meet~- 
ing on library eciences, during which 140 delegates from all parte of the 
country will discuss some 20 reports. In the opening remarks Olinta Ariosa, 
national director of the Culture Ministry libraries, stated that the meeting 
marke the beginning of a new style of work which will provide the country 
with ectentific elements for the future sole system of libraries. She 

aieo noted that during the first 4 years of the current 5-year period the 
public libraries provided services for 20.4 million persons, which is why 

in the socialist system these institutions are called universal libraries 
for the masses. [Text] [F7L062151 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 
6 Jun 80] 


CITY KEYS TO KINGSTON MAYOR--The keys of Havana have been presented to the 
mayor of Kingston, Jamaica, Arthur Jones, by Oscar Fernandez Mell, a member 
of the party Central Committee and president of the people's government 
provincial assembly. The ceremony was held at the Havana City Museum. 
[PLO71960 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1400 G¥T 6 Jun 80) 





DEPARTING PORTUGUESE ENVOY--Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of the 
Couneil of State, has received Portugal's ambassador, Dr Manuel Joao da 
‘alma Carlos, who is ending his diplomatic mission in Cuba. Foreign Min- 
ister Isidoro Malmierca hosted a farewell dinner for the ambassador. [Ex- 
cerpt |] [FLO71940 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1904 GMT 7 Jun 80) 


cso: Wil0 
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EL SALVADOR 


POLITICAL CIRCLES COMMENT ON GUTLERREZ VISIT TO GUATEMALA 
PAL70152 San Salvador EL DIARLO DE HOY in Spanish 17 May 80 pp 5, 11 


|ixcerpte] The vieit of Col Jaime Abdul Gutierrez, a member of the 
government, to the capital of Guatemala on Wednesday has created a very 
good impression and it is believed the benefits will be positive, for 

both the economic and political stabilities of both nations, said 

political circles of these countries briefly consulted by EL DIARIO DE HOY. 


Guatemala is currently the nation offering the best possibilities in ites 
relations with El Salvador because there are no political differences, 
Salvadoran products pase through it to the Atlantic, because of the 
touriem flow between the countries and because of the especial political 
situation prevailing in the two countries. 


In Guatemala, despite its nearnesey to El Salvador, there exists a dis- 
torted image regarding what is happening in our country. Some persons 
believe that in truth the much-meutioned civil war has already arrived. 


Guatemalan commerce “has goosepimples"” because of the fear that "the 
communism that is already taking root in El Salvador will later use it 
as a bridge to get to them and cause the same depression it is already 
causing in the Salvadoran economy.” 


In the Guatemalan capital security agents are seen at any hours only 
with their service revolver patrolling the streets. This disappeared in 
El Salvador months ago. Banks have regular guards and bank officials 
cooperate with customers of the bank to fill withdrawal blanks or pick 
up the documents to pass them to the tellers to speed things up. Thies is 
not seen in El Salvador. Businesses on Sth and 6th avenue [of Guatemala 
City] still have shop windows and even at night, they remain visible to 
the public. The same cannot be said of El Salvado~. This is what the 
Guatemalans do not wish to lose. 


The visit of Colonel Gutierrez and Foreign Minister Chavez Mena cleared 
some doubts and the papers played a valuable role by offering broad and 
detailed reports on the visit of the junte member. 
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Some sectore of the media, however, regret that the reports released by 
the leftiet groupe arrive before those of the government or the demo- 
cratic sectors. Apparently, they said, democracy in El Salvador is on 
the defensive while the attacking leftiete are on the offensive. 


The roles very well could be changed to take away force from the external 
campaign being waged against democracy, not only in El Salvador, but also 
in various parte of the world, they pointed out. 


C80: 310 
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EL SALVADOK 


PLANNING MINISTER SAYS FOREIGN DEBT WILL INCREASE BY END OF YEAR 
PAO32017 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2015 GMT 2 Jun 80 


{Text} San Salvador, 2 Jun (ACAN-EFE)--Salvadoran Planning Minieter 
Atilio Vieytez stated here today that El Salvador's foreign debt will 
increase by $160 million by the end of 1980, 


Vieytez and a group of aides gave journalists a copy of a “national 
emergency plan" designed to reactivate the Salvadoran economy and reduce 
the negative growth rate of the grose national product. 


The plan contemplates a $900-million investment, of which $560 million 
are new funds. The rest is to come from resources already available to 
the state. 


The present foreign debt is approximately $400 million, so by the end of 
the year it should amount to about $560 million, Vieytez said. 


According to Vieytez, El Salvador's economic growth during 1979 was minus 
l percent. 


If the trend last year continues, the country might experience a 10- 
percent decrease in its economy during the present year, Vieytez said. 


Vieytez also said that the emergency plan is aimed at curbing this trend 
and bringing the rate of decrease down to no more than minus 2.5 percent. 


Minister Vieytez added that the government has announced the creation of 
more than 110,000 jobs in the industrial sector, using equipment that is 
already in place, which will help reactivate the economy. 


Vieytez said that, based mainly on its gross national product and its 


exports, El Salvador can still handle a large increase in its foreign 
debt. 


cso: 310 
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EL SALVADOR 


ANEP HEAD PROPOSES ALLIANCE, OPPOSES NATIONALIZATION 
PA302138 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 29 May 80 pp 3, 11 


{Text} “El Salvador may fall into bankruptcy if there are no deep changes 
toward the center in the government,” Don Eduardo Palomo, president of the 
National Association of Private Enterprise (ANEP) told UPI. 


Palomo suggeste the creation of a broad productive alliance made up of 
emall and large businesemen, professionals and industrialists. He 
affirmed that it would be opportune to create a political party which 
would be centrist, “neither to the left nor to the right." “This is the 
alternative so that fear will not move the people toward the left and 
change the existing structures," he added. 


"Lf an economic program pr by this alliance is not accepted, we 
will lose the economic war,” he said. 


He affirmed that the Salvadoran left offers the alternative of “kidnapings, 
assassinations, and the prolonged peoples war," which will cause panic and 
economic disaster. The recovery plan is an alternative not with a coupist 
idea, but to boost the nation's economy. The basis of the plan is that 
agricultural property should become agroindustrial. 


He said he is opposed to the plan to nationalize lands which the junta is 
carrying out, depriving owners of these lands and giving them to the 
peasants. 


“The land should belong to whoever knows how to work it and not to those 
who actually work it,” he affirmed. "The government should provide 
financing, housing, education and health." 


On the government junta, Palomo said that “it is the alternative for the 
time being.” The 44-year-old Palomo, father of seven children, said he 
had received three death threats, but added: “I have 1,000 reasons to 
live and only 1 to die--my fatherland." 
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EL, SALVADOR 


FAPU COMMUNIQUE VIEWS U.S, POLICY TOWARD REGION 
PA201547 San Salvador EL INDEPENDIENTE in Spanish 17 May 80 p 12 


[United Popular Action Front paid advertisement “Yankee Warmongering and 
Popular Heroiem'|] 


[Excerpts] U.S. imperialism has seen ite interventionist possibilities 
seriously diminished due to a bumbling foreign policy based almost exclu- 
sively on a return to the big stick policy implemented at the beginning 
of thie century. 


The person directly responsible for this outrage is a sinister Pole with 
the surname Brzezinski who is the national security adviser of the U.S. 
President. 


The imperialist nation is facing a contradiction: It has a twofold 
foreign policy--one of the State Department aimed at disguising inter- 
ventioniem through a false and hypocritical smokescreen which Carter 
calls the “human rights defense policy" and a much more aggressive and 
belligerent foreign policy seeking direct confrontation with the Soviet 
Union and the socialist bloc in general which is promoted from the 
Pentagon by 4 power bloc called the hawks. 


It should be noted that it is not possible to mechanically separate the 
groups which are promoting the policy for world domination and in some 
cases highly contradict each other. Both groups respond to different 
economic interests which are not necessarily exclusive or opposed. 


This reality is evident in the simple appointment of ambassadors and 
diplomatic personnel accredited in the countries which according to the 
U.S. interests are experiencing a crisis which must be confronted. 


The recent “resignation” of Secretary of State Cyrus Vance is clear proof 
of the foregoing. The planning and execution of the “humanitarian” mission 
to rescue the U.S. officials being held by the Muslim militants in the 

U.S. Embassy in Tehran revealed the contradictions in the development of 
the Yankee foreign policy to solve the crisis of hegemony which has been 
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aggravated since the resounding defeat of the imperialist aggressors in 
Vietnam in 1975, 


Therefore, due to an appreciable decrease in the effectiveness of the 
"leadership among the free world nations” maintained by the United States 
since the end of World War Il Yankee imperialiem has been obliged to 
establish the most obscure and shameful alliances to stop the progress 

of the peoples in their atruggle for their liberation. Since Nixon's 
presidential term in office the whole world has witnessed the rapproche- 
ment between the United States and the PRC. This strange marriage is an 
attempt to obstruct the development and consolidation of many victorious 
socialist revolutions, such as the unjustified Chinese aggression against 
Vietnam, the Chinese intervention in open support for the counterrevolu- 
tionary actions in Angola, the supply of arms to the fascist regime of 
linochet in Chile and in general to a Chinese foreign policy which differs 
from solidarity and proletarian internationalism. All this has occurred 
with the approval of the government in Washington. 





in Latin America the situation of imperialist domination ranges from 
maintaining the savage dictatorship of the Southern Cone to the policy 
of examining “case by case" determined by the revolutionary vogue in 
Central America in particular, an imperialist zone of influence and 
strategy, more than anything elee on political terms. 


Therefore, William Bowdler's policy on the Nicaraguan case last year and 
the suspension of the financial aid to the Nicaraguan reconstruction junta 
was not surprising and one must call attention to the policy promoted in 
El Salvador where the destiny of the whole region is at stake, as imperial- 
ism knows very well. 


As we have said on previous occasions, with the fall of dictator Somoza 
the United States was forced to find a replacement for the policeman of 
the region. 


The United States tried to give this role to Guatemala and decided to 
reactivate the battered political party system in Honduras to strengthen 
» pseudodemocratic image which has been overtaken by events. 


The unification of the Honduran left, the appearance of the first armed 
cells, the repression of the industrial workers who have become bolder 
and the farce of the constituent assembly elections "won" by the Liberal 
Party are the price of the U.S. military and economic aid to Honduras on 
the condition of maintaining a “sanitary cordon" to prevent the supply of 
weapons to the Salvadoran revolutionary groups and above all to permit the 
establishment of U.S. bases in support of the Salvadoran army. 





In the last week we have also learned of the hypocritical statements made 
by Salvadoran Ambassador to Guatemala Francisco Betrand Galindo, not only 
justifying the presence of many war criminals in the neighboring country, 
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such as former dictator Romero and other membere of the previous fasciat 
clique, but also making statements of the presumed neutrality of Lucas 
Garcia's government, which as everyone in the world knows, ie training 
thousands of mercenaries with the help of the United States and the 
murderer Mario Sandoval Alarcon to help squelch a virtual popular 
ingurrection in El Salvador. 


However, in spite of all the imperialiat maneuvers, the popular ineurrec- 
tion in our country cannot be stopped. The worldwide discrediting of the 
United States, the solidarity of the peoples of the world and the heroiem 
and will for victory of the Salvadoran people are demonstrating this. 


cso: 3010 
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EL SALVADOR 


NEWSPAPER WARNS AGAINST CENTRAL AMERICAN COMMUNISM 
PAO31252 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 2 Jun 80 pp 6, 33 
[Editorial ) 


[Text] At this moment, the countries of Central America in general, and 
El Salvador in particular, are playing the final cards of the game to 
decice what future path to take, whether democracy or totalitarianism. 
That ie why each and everyone of the citizens must think seriously about 
the fate of these peoples (?i1f) from one day to the next, we begin to 
revolve around Moscow and Havana. It would be neither funny nor advis- 
able, after a short or long period of serfdom, to be thinking of fleeing 
from the red inferno planned for us by the false apostles of international 
conspiracy. 


We have already said that in the despotic systems of communism, they con- 
sider counterrevolutionaries all those who dissent or disagree with the 
rigid lines of the single party that rules, that is, from the red party, 
which must be the superior power for millions of vassals, whose destiny 
is decided by the ruling elite. A certain form of dissidence, or silent 
protest, results for the citizens who cannot voice in any other way their 
discontent and opposition to the terrible dictatorship. 


They cannot have their ideas published by the media because these are in 
the hands of the gendarme state. They cannot go to public squares because 
there is no freedom of assembly to discuss the social dispositions of those 
who rule, unless one of the leaders of the government summons a rally, 

but only of support for the regime. They cannot strike because this right 
is forbidden for the workers, even in the constitution itself. They can- 
not, in a word, have hopes that through free elections, the rulers may be 
changed, because they are not satisfactory for the people and because in 
communist dictatorships there is no right of suffrage. The successors in 
power must be named by the same clique that holds power--the same one 
which enjoys the national wealth and all the privileges. 


We ask: Why do we still have in these countries people who believe in 

the false promises of the reds? Ise it that these people like to live in a 
world of fantasy and illusion? If it is true that communism gives the peas- 
ants and workers a paradise of happiness, why are dozens of thousands of 
Cubans fleeing from the prison island of the Caribbean controlled by the 
fearsome Fidel Castro and his cohorts? 
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EL SALVADOR 


EDITORIAL SCORES ARMY ATTITUDE TOWARD PEOPLE 
PA301523 San Salvador EL INDEPENDIENTE in Spanish 29 May 80 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] We believe that an honorable army, which is concerned with events 
in the country and wants to be part of history, should analyze what is 
happening to the country. It should view the actual situation of the 
Salvadoran people. 


Tt has been said that engineer Duarte is always accompanied by the other 
engineer of the junta, Col Abdul Gutierrez. From this it is deduced that 
it has been considered necessary to go and brainwash the minds in the 
garrisons, leaving strongman Colonel Garcia to one side. 


Then there is Colonel Majano, who is expected to come up at any moment 
with a victorious way out for the young officers, which will allow them 
to have a honeymoon with the Salvadoran people. We believe that such a 
step forward by Colonel Majano is only a matter of courage--of deciding 
whether to lose or win. Otherwise he will go down in history as a nega- 
tive shadow--as an element shadowed by the splendor of other men who were 
able to anticipate the moment of their fortune. 


The 15 October 1979 proclamation could reflect the true feelings of an 
army, which apparently warred with Honduras with the spirit of "defending 
human rights." How is it possible that an army, which was moved by the 
human rights cause 10 years ago, today earns the name of the biggest 
violator of human rights ever known? Also, Duarte is trying to brainwash 
this same army of Majano, Abdul Gutierrez, and Garcia so that it will 
think that there are no longer poor persons in our country, that war is 
only a problem between the extreme right and left. This same army has 
been sent to the farms to support the agrarian reform, but actually it 
has gone to loot the personal property of the former owners. In other 
words, everything here is running amuck and human rights are only words. 
Meanwhile, Duarte goes here and there preaching them, as if Abdul 
Gutierrez was Paco Miller [ventriloquist] and Duarte was Don Roque 
(ventriloquist's dummy]. Definitely, justice and reason will always 
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prevail on the side of the vast national majorities. As long as they do 
not figure out a way to serve the peoples, all of this will be blah, blah, 
bla and the country will continue submerged in chaos, tumbling on the 
verge of a bottomless abyes of tragedy and sorrow. They want to apply 

the formula of the ESA, which is the very same security corps and which 
considers that the way to do away with starvation is to kill off those 
etarving. The truth is, however, that an armed minority can no longer 
grapple with 6 million unarmed persons, who are getting convinced that 

the problem here is: Liberation or death. 
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EL SALVADOR 


SPECIAL MILITARY COURT TO HANDLE SUBVERSION CASES 
PA302320 Sal Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 30 May 80 pp 2, 43 


[Text] A special military court began functioning yesterday with juris- 
diction over anything considered a crime or an attempt against state 
security. 


Our source did not specify the court's functions; all he said was that 
it was necessary to have it, especially now, when civil courts are on 
strike and in view of the possibility of new outbreaks of violence. 


The source did not say if the court will have the functions of a court- 
martial. However, when asked if it had any relation to the arrest of 
Salvador Ricardo Samayoa Leiva, a Farabundo Marti People's Liberation 
Front [FPL] directorate member, he said it did. He tried to explain that 
“when these cases are sent to court, if no evidence is submitted, the 
defendant has to be released once the deadline for the inquiry expires." 


The court will handle cases of subversive groups and, based on the con- 
stitution and special laws on sedition, state of war, rebellion and so 
forth, it will have the power to prosecute, acquit or sentence the 
person or groups on trial after exhaustive investigation of the case. 


Our source did not give the names of persons who might be appointed mem- 
bers of the court. However, he was sure that persons of unquestionable 

prestige and ethical values will be appointed, also taking into consid- 

eration their good judgment, education, conduct and capability. 


Soon there will be news of cases this court will handle. The reason for 
the court is to try to stop, as much as possible, the violence that the 
extreme leftwing and rightwing are promoting and which is causing prob- 
lems for the revolutionary government junta and creating general chaos 
in the country. 
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EL SALVADOR 


"DIARIO LATINO' COMMENTS ON CONTENTS OF BOWDLER REPORT 
PA290423 San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 27 May 80 p 7 
{Editorial} 


[Excerpts] Not without a certain amount of surprise, because a lot of 
water has flowed under the bridge of political misunderstandings, we have 
read the long report presented by William G. Bowdler to a U.S. House sub- 
committee, widely covered by the media, in which Salvadoran extremists 
are warned that they should refrain from conspiring against the revolu- 
tionary government junta, which [the United States] is reportedly deter- 


mined to support. 


Mr Bowdler slipped in making what to us is an impolite and undiplomatic 
warning: "It is understood that in the event of the failure of the revo- 
lutionary junta, the alternatives to this government--Mr Carter's govern- 
ment, of course--are something which we would not receive with pleasure." 
What is this “something” that the U.S. Government would not receive with 
pleasure? 


There is a question in that statement that Mr Bowdler should clear up for 
the sake of El Salvador, which has suffered quite a bit and is still 
facing greater suffering if this series of mistakes continue to be made 
in inter-American policy. 


This warning, instead of helping the junta, is unfavorable to it. The 
mere announcement of a veiled intervention in our domestic life can have 
unforeseeable consequences. It is known here that Mr Bowdler retains 

his post as assistant secretary of state for inter-American affairs because 
he is well-versed in the politics of our peoples. But it can be seen that 
he knows nothing about El Salvador. 


During the peasant uprising of 1932, naval units of the United States and 
Great Britain anchored in Acajutla Bay and the ruler on that occasion 
warned the commanders of those boats that they should refrain from land- 
ing and that the Salvadoran Army was sufficiently capable of maintaining 
peace and preventing abuses to U.S. and British citizens. In this manner, 
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offense to the dignity of our country was avoided, and the United States 
and Great Britain were saved from bearing the historical onus of having 
intervened in the destiny of a free, autonomous and sovereign state, 


The popular uprising which is now underway in El Salvador is not the 
result of tiie economic and agrarian reforms. It is good for you to know 
this, Mr Bowdler. Here a political hand of international repercussions 
is being played. 


What is at stake in this life or death game is the attainment of power. 
Economic and social reforms were a screen and have been relegated to 
second place. With the banner of reforms removed, the subversives have 
taken on the job of destroying economic stability for the purpose of 
creating a generalized state of unemployment, anguish, and poverty in 
order to better pursue subversive exploits, while weakening military power 
in order to take control. That is the tragic prospect with which we are 
faced and against which we must struggle. In the matter of “reforms” it 
has been quite some time since our capitalists, landowners, bankers, 
industrialists were warned. They knew that this would come sooner or 
later. What they did not know was when or how it would take place. 


Referring specifically to our country, El Salvador, Mr Bowdler said in 
reporting on the coup d'etat of 15 October 1979 that both the left and 
the right were taken by surprise. This is an error of judgment. The 
left, the right and the center all knew that a coup d'etat, or a "self- 
coup" was being prepared, because General Molina's government had no 
alternative. The very manner in which the government was dismantled, 
with its main supporters leaving for exile with all kinds of guarantees, 
tells us that in that political-military action there was more than met 
the eye. 


In the face of this statement by the State Department assistant secretary, 
there is no doubt that the great nation to the north is playing a specific 
and determining role in our country's politics. From this it can be 
deduced that the management of those politics is in very bad shape 
because, according to Machiavelli, these things are thought about or 

done, but not spoken. 


cso: 3010 


33 





EL SALVADOR 


FORMER EDUCATION MINISTER SAMAYOA LEIVA TO BE TRIED 
Father To Handle Son's Case 
PAOL1L710 San Salvador Radio Cadena YSU In Spanish 1826 GMT 31 May 80 


[Text] Dr Salvador Samayoa Rivera, the father of prisoner Salvador Samayoa 
Leiva, today stated that he is the attorney of the former minister, who is 
under arrest because of hie membership in the clandestine Farabundo Marti 
People's Liberation Forces. 


Samayoa Rivers said he ie the prisoner's general, judicial and administra- 
tive representative, and will therefore be participating in the trials as 
his son's defender. 


A telegram sent urgently to the defense minister yesterday was also 
released indicating that Dr Salvador Rivera ia indeed the attorney of 
Salvador Samayoa Leiva, who was arrested by the police on Tuesday. As is 
widely known, the former education minister will be tried by military 
court to determine the degree of his involvement in the activities of the 
guerrilla group to which he belongs. 


ANDES Protest Strike 
PAOLL711 Sal Salvador Radio Cadena YSU in Spanish 1828 GMT 31 May 80 


\Text] The 21 June National Association of Salvadoran Teachers [ANDES] 

will demand the release of former Minister Salvador Samayoa. A spokesman 
for the organization told YSU that in support of this demand, ANDES has 
decided to stage a strike on 3 and 4 June. The strike will also be a form 
of protest over the violent deaths of two other teachers in Jucuapa yester- 
day. They were Luis Alonso Jarquin and Victor Manuel Moran, who were gunned 
down by several unidentified persons. As of today, 53 teachers have been 
killed in similar circumstances so far this year. 





The source did not explain the motives for the teachers’ protest over the 
arrest of former Minister Samayoa. 
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EL, SALVADOR 


GOVERNMENT CONSIDERING WAYS TO AVOID ILLEGAL STRIKES 
PAO32007 San Salvador DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 31 May 80 pp 5, 15 


[Text] The government is considering the steps that could be taken to 
avoid illegal strikes which, under the pretext of economic demands, are 
an economic and political attempt against the nation, reliable sources 
told DIARIO DE HOY yesterday. 


According to the sources, these measures could be to decree a state of 
emergency, the abolishment of some lawe on public employees and the 
freezing of the wages of striking employees. 


"It is not possible,” said the source [singular case as published), “for 
E) Salvador, which is facing one of the highest unemployment rates in 
Latin America, to have some 60,000 or 70,000 public employees who are 
idie and who want to receive their complete wages. Something will have 
to be done,” he said. 


He pointed out that many employees, as in the case of the court employees, 
work 5 days a week, have 1 or 2 hours off to go to class at universities 
even though they do not attend, spend many hours in cafes, are protected 
by political movements for strikes and now, say that their movement is 
legitimate. “The government,” they said, “understands the intention of 
all Salvadorans to seek better living standards, but does not want to be 
used by certain groups to make certain pronouncements." 


All in good time, he indicated. 


The government wants to create new jobs. According to the emergency 
plan, there are plans to open some 110,000 jobs in order to face the 
critical situation. But it must have the cooperation of everyone because 
each colon that is spent for a wage increase is 1 colon that will be 
needed for the opening of new positions, said the informant. 


According to estimates, shortly after the sources of employment disappeared 
due to fires and strikes, there were some 115,000 unemployed people, plus 
some 40,000 unemployed in the construction industry, the sources 
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said. (plural as published) Thie figure could reach 55,000, However, 

in thie count we are carrying over people who were unemployed since before 
now, and thie adds considerably to the total. “This ie what we're working 
againet," they said, 


The government could very well place the unemployed in the poste left by 
those who do not want to work because they want to support political 
atrikes, With this, each one would be put in his place: the person who 
wante to be idle will be at home and the person who wants to work will 
be at hie job. 


The source (singular case as published) said that the government is work- 
ing with every good intention in the world. It is thanking the coopera- 
tion of the various sectors, but within the framework of order, it cannot 
accept the preseure of groups. 
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EL SALVADOR 


MAJANO PRALSES ATTITUDE OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 
PA290445 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 28 May 80 pp 2, 36 


[Excerpt] Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano yesterday praised the positive atti- 
tude of private enterprise in the procese of change underway in E1 
Salvador, referring to the cooperation of the various parte of the private 
sector, whom he invited to do their share in behalf of the nation's social 
harmony. 


Majano said that all of entire private enterprise has adapted to the sit- 
uation with an extremely patriotic spirit, willingly accepting some of 
the adverse effects to their interests. 


He noted that today private enterprise ie satisfactorily incorporated to 
the process and it is expected it will offer still greater cooperation 
for ite own benefit. 


"We are confident that the reforms underway," Majano said, “will put an 
end to violence. The armed forces, because of their professional condi- 
tion, are fully complying with their mission by observing the highest 
respect of human rights. 


"The extremes from the left and right, which are causing so much harm to 
the country, are bound to put down their arms and stop the violence and 
accept the process of change as the only way out of the present situa- 
tion." 


Majano reiterated that obstinate elements of the extreme rightwing, who 
were ousted on 15 October, continue to be a menace because just as the 
extreme leftwing, they are using violence as the means to win power. 
However, "the changes and the process itself are irreversible," concluded 
the member of the revolutionary governing junta. 


CSO: 310 
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EL SALVADOR 


GENERAL MEDRANO COMMENTS ON ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, CAUSES 
PA220150 San Salvador LA CRONICA in Spanish 20 May 80 p 10 


[Paid advertisement: “Conclusions of General Jose Alberto Medrano [head 
of the Nationalist Democrat Organization) Regarding Our Very Serious 
Economic and Social Situation"! 


[Excerpte) In my latest publication I noted that the average and small 
capitalists were being destroyed along with our economy. It is that way 
because unemployment, hunger and serious unrest are the ingredients that 
the communists can use to secure the support of the masses that they have 
not yet attained. 


There is a shortage of staples and their high prices make the situation 
woree for the large poor sectors. 


All this indicates that if appropriate solutions are not found, our 
economy could be paralyzed soon; that is, economic and social chaos 
would come. 


What is the main reason for this situation? The main reason is that 
since the arrival of the Christian Democracy, especially since they cam 
to power, our community does not feel safe. Citizens do not feel secure 
because their lives and propetties are not being protected. The people 
have realized that they have an uncertain future and they have no confi- 
dence in what the government could do and in how government actions will 
affect them. This is why everybody is safeguarding their own money, 
expenditures have been reduced to the minimum and any investment is seen 
as risky. Farmers want to risk neither their lives nor their capital and 
businessmen fear the possibility of a dictatorship by a labor union or by 
a labor minister. 


The Christian Democrats have forgotten a very wise proverb: You cannot 
fool all the people all the time. Our people have realized that the true 
goals of Duarte and his team promote communism. Thus, they will not be 
able to have the people's trust even if they adopt dictatorial positions 
or deliver deceitful speeches. 
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We urgently need a government capable of generating security and trust 
among the people, a government composed of independent and capable people, 
@ government capable of working seriously not for egoietic and sectarian 
political interest but for the national interest, 


The government we need must demonstrate ite support for the law and ite 
rejection to demagogic lawe drafted at the desks of bureaucrate who only 
know theories and make bad uee of the power of the atate, That govern- 


ment must aleo soon initiate the process of restoration of conetitutional 
life. 


Security, confidence and a return to a de jure estate ie what the country 
urgently needs, 


[Signed) Gen Jose Alberto Medrano, 20 May 1980 
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EL SALVADOR 


FAPU REJECTS NEW AGRARIAN REFORM MEASURES 
PA160015 San Salvador EL INDEPENDIENTE in Spanish 14 May 80 p 6 
[Paid advertisement by the United Popular Action Front) 


{Excerpts} The censorship to which our people are being subjected has 
prevented the people from learning the extent of the failure of the 
imperialist agrarian reform decreed on 6 March. However, the struggle 

of the organized people and the lives of hundreds of farm workers have 
little by little unmasked a reform that pretended to be popular and anti- 
oligarchic but that has only resulted in the elimination of many of the 
best children of our country. 


The refusal of many business owners to use their reserves and, more 
important yet, the refusal of many o ners of farms of various sizes, 
including the owners of farms with less than 100 hectares, to cultivate 
their land, makes evident the deep crisis in the country and the fear of 
the large landowners of losing their properties. 


In the face of this critical situation, which became more evident with 
the strike that technicians from the Salvadoran Institute of Agrarian 
Transformation who work in the agrarian reform process declared last week 
in demand for higher salaries, life ineurance and an end to the repres- 
sion of workers, the military junta, again adopting a desperate measure, 
came out with Decree No 207 to force all large landowners to cultivate 
their land, aware of the fact that if the basic grains, essential for 

our people, are not produced, it would be a final blow to the Salvadoran 


economy. 


However, this new measure will create, and has already created, new con- 
tradictions that will make its objectives unattainable. It will cause 
great distrust among the medium and small landowners who see their 
interests affected while the much-touted antioligarchic reform leaves the 
bases of oligarchic power intact. This has been charged by Enrique 
Alvarez Cordoba. He says the amount of land left to the coffee producers 
insures the maintenance of the power they have acquired with the sweat 
and blood of the Salvadoran peasants. 








This in the apirit of the campaign and of the demagogic appeal by 
"General" Duarte to till the land during the season which hae just 
begun. However, thie measure like all the previous ones will not fool 
our people who will intensify ite heroic etruggle to attain ite final 
liberation. 
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EL, SALVADOR 


DUARTE ON HALTING VIOLENCE--The government will take the measures needed 
to halt the increase in violence, Jose Napoleon Duarte, member of the 
revolutionary government junta, said. We in the government are compelled 
to guarantee the nation's sovereignty and a climate of peace in the coun- 
try. We shall therefore take measures to halt the increase in violence 
promoted by the extreme left and right. Duarte commented to newsmen in 
regard to the increase of violence in recent days and the creation of the 
self-styled Salvadoran Anticommunist Army. We have not had, as some 
would like to pretend, fighting extending through several consecutive 
days. We have had sporadic clashes with subversive groups who would Like 
to create problems. The armed forces and security corpse, Duarte continued, 
patrol the country in order to guarantee the safety of citizens and it is 
during these patrole that extremists attack them. (Excerpts) [PA240131 
San Salvador DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 23 May 80 p 7) 


AGRARIAN REFORM LAW AMENDED--The revolutionary junta has iesued Decree 222 
in order to explain concepts and expedite the agrarian reform process 
without interrupting the farming tasks of the production units. This 
decree introduces amendments to the basic agrarian reform law. The decree 
explains that during the expropriations of property titles, properties 
were found which had been assigned but which were being claimed by persons 
or companies other than the affected property owners. In several of these 
cases the individuals who appear as the owners of the properties are at the 
same time principal partners in companies which own machinery and equip- 
ment that have been used directly for agrarian and livestock exploitation. 
Therefore, by turning the properties over to their owners, they would not 
be available for use, which would seriously impair peak productive activity 
at this time when it is urgent to begin preparing the land for the 1980-81 
harvest. [Text] [PA290001 San Salvador Radio Cadena YSKL in Spanish 

1311 GMT 28 May 80) 


MILITARY PROSECUTORS DISMISSED--The military prosecutors were dismissed 
today for not heeding the instructions of the attorney general of the 
republic, who requested a reversal of the release ordered by military 
trial judge on behalf of Maj Roberto d'Aubuisson and another officer also 
being tried for coupist activities. The announcement was made this 
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morning by Attorney General Dr Guillermo Antonio Guevara Lacayo, who said 
yesterday afternoon he had received inatructions from the government junta 
to revoke the release warrant for d'Aubuisson and another arrested person, 
whose name he withheld, "Since the period for filing thie appeal ended at 
2015 yesterday, I instructed the military attorney general to order the 
permanent military prosecutor to present the respective documents," said 
Dr Guevara Lacayo. In any event, he added, the trial of the persons 
involved in coupiet activities continues ite course and after the new 
military prosecutors are named, it will be up to them to decide the steps 
to be taken. [Excerpts] [PA170208 San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 

15 May 80 p 1) 


WEAPONS REGISTRATION DEADLINE EXTENDED--The Ministry of Defense has given 
1 month's grace to persons who want to carry weapons to submit their docu- 
mente to security corps officers in the capital and at the departmental 
headquarters in the interior. The announcement was made yesterday by the 
minister of defense in view of the fact that for reasons of their work or 
other causes, many persons have not had time to abide by the law. The 
initial period granted by the minister of defense ends today and, as a 
gesture of consideration, we are told, it has been extended 1 month more, 
beginning tomorrow. [Excerpt] [PA140158 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA 

in Spanish 8 May 80 page not given) 


EFFORTS TO REPATRIATE SALVADORANS IN HONDURAS--The ministers of the 
interior and defense, with the cooperation of the Salvadoran Red Cross, 
are engaged in efforts to repatriate some 1,200 Salvadorans now in 
Honduras. In making the announcement, Deputy Interior Minister Lt Col 
Francisco Hernan Pereira said that before relocating the peasants who have 
fled to Honduras, it was necessary to pacify the area and supply food and 
security to them so that they could return to their former activities. 
Yesterday, there were alarming rumors circulated by persons interested in 
creating chaos in the country, which prompted many residents to rush to 
supermarkets to stock up on food and other household needs. As result of 
such rumors, many schools and stores closed their doors. There were even 
claims of the imminent establishment of martial law. It all turned out 
to be mere rumors and speculation circulated by elements who have nothing 
else to do. [Text] [PA211806 San Salvador Radio Cadena Central in 
Spanish 1249 GMT 20 May 80] 


ENTRY INTO U.S. HINDERED--People wishing to leave for the United States 
for various reasons have said U.S. consular authorities are preventing 
the entry of Salvadorans into the United States. They have complained 
that Cubans are gcecting all kinds of facilities even though many of them 
are of dubious background or are involved in espionage activities. Our 
informants have explained that they have been trying to get visas for the 
past few months but have not had any success. They are asking the U.S. 
Embassy to lift the obstacles it has imposed. It is demanding that visa 
applicants have bank accounts, savings, property titles and other docu- 
mente which is frustrating to the petitioners. [Text] [PA180037 San 
Salvador Radio Cadena Central in Spanish 1256 GMT 17 May 80) 


cso: #10 43 





HAITI 


WRITER ASSESSES FUTURE STABILITY WITHIN CARIBBEAN CONTEXT 
Pressure for Democratization 
Paris LE MONDE in French 22, 23, 24 Apr 80 


[Article by Yves Hardy: “Haiti's Hesitation-Waltz"--passages between slant~ 
lines published in italics] 


(22 Apr 80, pp 1, 5) 


LText ] Leaders in Port-au-Prince have been preoccupied with 
political tension in the Caribbean since progressive regimes 
came to power in Grenada, Santa Lucia, and Dominica. In this 
context, the Haitian experience merits a reconsideration, 

Has Haiti been turned into the new “weak link" of the region 
by the "archaic" character of the dynastic regime put in 
place 22 years ago? Or will the evolution begun 8 years ago 
by Mr Jean-Claude Duvalier and endorsed by substantial inter- 
national assistance protect it from the danger? 


Port-au-Prince--The capital city's violent contrasts make a striking first 
impression. The well-to-do bourgeois class lives on the airy heights, 

leaving the bay of Port-au-Prince to the most wretched. On the heights of 
Bourdon and Petionville, flaming reds enliven the sumptuous villas. By the 
sea, the inhabitants of Saline wallow in the filth. In the daytime, the city 
has the chaotic look of an overpopulated urban area--Port-au-Prince may have 
close to 800,000 inhabitants--forsaken by the public services, where the 
multitude tries to clear a way for themselves in the midst of electric wires, 
crumbling sidewalks, and choked sewers. Several Haitian "coolies" pass by the 
curio merchants, having themselves nothing to sell but their muscles, strain- 
ing to pull, with the help of a long tip-cart, their daily portion of boards, 
timber, and bags of sugar or cement. At nightfall, while the gaudy “tap-taps” 
(collective taxies), veritable portabte anthologies of Haitian folk art, 

make their feverish rounds, the market stalls are transformed into public 
dormitories, absorbing the overflow of the shanty-towns. Most often driven out 
of the countryside by hunger and drawn to the mirages of the city, this popu- 
lation has considerable difficulty just getting its daily bread. /"Tomorrow is 
for God; today we must survive."/ This is one way of pointing out that Haiti 
has the dubious distinction of having far and away the lowest per capita gross 
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national product in Latin America (1) and continues to suffer from all the 
ills of underdevelopment (2). 


On 22 September 1979, on the occasion of the 22d anniversary of the “"revo- 
lution in power," Mr Jean-Claude Duvalier proclaimed: /"I want to be able to 


stand before the tribunal of history as the man who founded democracy 
irreversibly in Haiti."/ The "life president" then said to a number of 
militiamen--more commonly called “tontons macoutes" [ bogeymen ]--assembled 

in front of the national palace: /"You are the leverage of my government, 

the superior force on which I want to rely to realize the goals of democracy 
and to impose respect for law and order and militant discipline."/ The son of 
Papa Doc can pride himself on having restored, in the last several years, a 
climate of internal detente such as was never known under the bloody dictator- 
ship of his father. /"Ten years ago, we lived in a state of terror; Jean-Claude 
only bothers us intermittently,"/ most Haitians agree. But the "macoutes," 
though kept on a tighter rein than under Francois Duvalier, are still ever 
ready to canmit extortions and assassinalions. 


In the context of this “democracy” desired and supported by these disturbing 
defenders, the changes in the regime of Jean-Claude Duvalier are uncertain 
and ambiguous. Shortly after his accession to power on 22 April 1971, the 
young president,then 19 years old and heir to an exhausted country, is sub- 
‘ected to pressure from Washington and makes promises of "democratization." 
His relatively open policy permits the appearance of media which are less 
conformist: creation of the weekly LE PETIT SAMEDI-SOIR, HEBDO-JEUNE PRESSE, 
greater autonomy for Radio-Haiti-Inter...But when the president reminds them 
that /"Pitit tig se tig"/ (the tiger's son remains a tiger), these journalists 
veer back toward orthodoxy. During this forced retreat, they nevertheless 
feel they are a counter-weight to the influence of the old-guard --the 
“dinosaurs” as they are called in Haiti--symbolized by the “first lady of 
the republic,” the widow of Francois and mother of Jean-Claude, Mrs Simone 
Ovide Duvalier, called Mama Simone (4), 


On the other hand, the Haitian regime has had to take into account the Carter 
policy in support of human rights. In September 1977, one month after the 
visit of Andrew Young, then the United States' permanent representative to 
the UN, who had come to ask the Haitian government to /"quit imprisoning and 
mistreating champions of liberty,"/ 104 people leave the Duvalierist prisons. 
In March 1978, a Haitian League for Human Rights is created. And, at the end 
of the year, despite a strained social climate, the press is able to cover 
workers" and peasants’ demands. Radio stations even broadcast tapes sent by 
inhabitants of the hinterland which expose the abuses of power of which they 


are victims; a sign that the "beginnings of speech" in the capital is find- 
ing echos in the countryside. 








But the elections of 11 February 1979 unfold in an uneasy atmosphere and ac- 
cording to a familiar scenario. In Port-au-Prince, testimony abounds on the 
voters’ buses, filled with volunteers of the "right persuasion," graciously 
transported from one polling place to the next. And the human rights league 
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receives numerous protests from candidates in rural constituencies thrown 
out of the running illegally (house arrest, confiscation of leaflets)... 


A Politicized Contest 


However, in Cap-Haitien, the second largest city in the country, the govern- 
ment is caught short by the dynamic campaign of a rust'c fellow, an indepen- 
dent more than an opponent [of the regime |, Mr Alevancre Lerouge. Mr Claude 
Vixamar, under secretary for information, hastily dispatched, is unable to 
stem the tide of popular support which sweeps his opponent into office with 
90 percent of the votes. /"If we had also been cheated out of our elections,"/ 
the Capois say today, /"the government would have been facing a rebellion,"/ 
The coming to light of this profound discontent, undetected by Conajac (the 
National Committee for Jean-Claudist Action, created in April 1978) still 
disturbs the regime's dignitaries. Was there not a danger that this spot of 
opposition, so difficult to explain away as a simple reawakening of the 
historical north-south antagonism, could spread further? 


These fears are responsible fo. the suddenness with which the brakes are ap- 
plied to"liberalization," in a way which for the first time affects popular 
Creole expression. Seizing the pretext of the "anguish" of families "alarmed 
by the licentious themes" treated in several films, the government on 9 May 
1979 institutes censorship in advance on the cinema...and the theater. At the 
time, a play by Frank Etienne, "Pelin Tet," had been showing to packed houses 
for several months. By means of a dialog between two Haitian emigrants living 
in New YOrk, Frank Etienne dramatized the ccomplaints and frustrations of the 
sizeable “diaspora”. The hypocritical campaign against pornography put an end 
to this success, at the same time as it dissuaded admirers of the dramatist 
to follow in his steps. In a single stroke, the cultural renewal of the 
country is reduced to a tiny trickle, 


At the end of August, it is the turn of the independent written and broad- 
cast press to be firmly called to order by the ministries of interior and 
defense. News and analysis on the state of the nation, reduced to bare bones, 
are no more than so many accounts of /"a month of rain and fog"/ (5). 


In the meantime, two major events had shaken the smal] Haitian political 
world. On 28 July, three old Duvalierist personalities jointly signed a 
communique in support of the legalist action of the human rights league. They 
exploited the opportunity to separate themselves clearly from a /"pseudo- 
revolution"/ developed in a framework of /"obsolete and tottering structures" 
/ (6). By the position they took, they pre-empted the blanket labelling of 
critics of the regime as “subversive elements" liable [to restriction or 
punishment ] under emergency legislation never abrogated. (7) The dissident 
movement also benefited from new impetus with the creation of three Christian- 
Democratic political parties. In the face of these initiatives, the govern- 
ment was inclined to beat around the bush. In an influential article, Lt. 
Col, Max Valles, aide de camp to the president, peremptorily stated that 
/"the country is not ready, despite the int>nt of the constitution, to 
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saddle itself with the burden of more than one party"/. ‘Two weeks later, 
the president himself put things somewhat differently: /"The constitution 
will be respected,"/ he declared, /"in particular with regard to its 
provisions concerning democratic organizations, freedom of expression, and 
the security of the citizen"/ (9). Is a green light once again given to 
liberalization after admonishment of its principal promoters? 


The Goodwill of the President 


These contradictory steps do not simplify the task of the Haitians. Reduced 

to conjecture in assessing their freedom to maneuver, they are nevertheless 
sure of one things they are still dealing with an autocratic system. On the 
occasion of the "tontons-macoutes" festivities, the "life president," in 

a speech in Creole--signalling that his words were strictly for internal 
consumption--summed up his concept of democracy: /"It is I who am setting 

the pace of liberalization, and let no one imagine he can go faster..."/ (10). 


This discretionary power, however, is subject to strong influences from the 
outside. Mr Ints Silins, first secretary and chief of the political section 
in the American embassy, recalls that /"any return to the political prac- 
tices and gross abuses of the past would lead us to reconsider our aid to 
the Haitian government."/ But Washington also,along with the regime of 
Jean-Claude Duvalier, wants to avoid a confrontation which could lead to a 
crisis in a region already “destabilized” enough. 


Haitian diplomacy indeed plays on this sensitive transatlantic theme, and 
Mr Gerard Dorcely, ex-minister of foreign affairs, does not hesitate to 
emphasize that /"Haiti is confronting an international communist offensive 
in the region."/ /"We have too long neglected our membership in the Third 
World,"/ he says. /"We must move toward our natural allies."/ Forgetting 
that Jean-Claude Duvalier had in the past welcomed President Anastasio Somoza 
to Port-au-Prince--the only Latin American chief of state to have visited 
Haiti in 20 years--Mr Gerard Dorcely, who was replaced in November 1979 by 
Mr Georges Salomon, even adds: /"We have been sympathetic from the start to 
the struggle of the Nicaraguan people. It was therefore natural that we 
should recognize the new regime in Nicaragua."/ An incontestably new and 
realistic position, but one which only ammesiacs could find lacking in 
ambiguity... The army, for its part, is periodically agitated by jolts. 

In the last 8 years, the changes in the general staff have been as fre- 
quent as ministerial shuffles. But its active strength remains limited 
(less than 7,000 men) and its political influence is largely neutralized 

by that of the “tontons-macoutes." 


FOOTNOTES 


1. According to the Inter-American Development Bank, it is $201.40, while 
Honduras, the next lowest country, is at $450.90 (1978 report). These 
figures do not show the sizable inequalities in income distribution. 
Haiti also has its two hundred families... 
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2. Offteial iiliteracy rate of 85 percent, high infant mortality, rural 
exodus and exile... 


5, Anwasatnation of a young engineer by a soldier of the presidential 
guard (27 July), some ten wounded by bullets the night of the 
“macoutes" feativities (29 July), assassination of a telecommunica- 
tions employee in the Carrefour suburb (23 August)... 


4. Information concerning the respective influence over Jean-Claude of 
hie elder sister Marie-Denise and Mama Simone, rigorous analytical 
scrutiny of the young president's fickle commitment to emancipation, 
his reputed nocturnal flighte from the palace at the wheel of a 
sports car, should not be contemptuously diemissed with the rest of 
worldly gossip, there where the exercise of power has for 22 years 
been a family affair. 


5. LE PETIT SAMEDI-SOIR of 14 September 1979. Since then, a new law 
has been promulgated further restricting freedom of the press. 


6. The signers of the communique are: Lamartiniere Honorat, ex-minister 
of public works under Francois Duvalier; Lyonel Lajoie, ex-minister 
of public works under the same government; and Jean Duvignaud, ex- 
ambassador of Haiti to Rome. 


7. The decree of 28 April 1969 goes as far as to provide for a possible 
death sentence for opponents charged with "communist activities in 
any form whatsoever." 


8. Im the NOUVEAU MONDE of 4 September 1979. 
9. Speech of 22 September 1979. 


10. 29 July 1979. Advice which, according to the government, was poorly 
assimilated by Sylvio Claude, impetuous leader of one of the Christian- 
Democratic parties, who was imprisoned without filing of charges. 


Climate of Insecurity 
Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Apr 80 p 5 


[Text] An Atomized “Diaspora” 
“Papa Doc," who liquidated numerous opponents, also drove into exile a 
considerable number of Haitian patriots. There are more than 800,000 
political and economic refugees altogether, constituting a sizeable 
diaspora (around 4.5 million people live on Haitian territory). More than 
half of them have been welcomed to the United States and Canada, the others 
being spread out between the neighboring Dominican Republic, the Bahamas, 
and the others isles of the Caribbean, Mexico, Venezuela, Africa, France... 
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Few are those who reached out for the “olive branch" extended by Mr Jean= 
Claude Duvalier upon his accession to power, For members of the Liberal 
professions (doctors, high officials...) the pitiful level of remuneration 


their country can offer and the continuing climate of insecurity still sup- 
ply the “push”, 


For their part, most political refugees believe that “like father like son," 
and that there is no fundamental difference between "Jean-Claudiem" and 
“Duvaliertem" of the old days, Now that Mr Jean-Claude Duvalier, with 
American support, has reinforced his anti-guerrilla panoply by creation of 
the Leopard corps, the [ exile} opposition, some groups of which used to 
attempt to overthrow Francois Duvalier by force of arms, realizes it is 
necessary to take a new look, 


Several individual initiatives have marked the long march of the anti-Duval- 
ljerist militants: participation in the second session of the Russell Tribunal 
Il in Brussels in January, 1975, the march on Washington in August 1977... 
But the internecine quarrels among the many organizations, the rivalries of 
those which consider themselves somewhat glibly as “presidential” in stature, 
still impede the external opposition from constituting a politically credible 


vehicle of change or from helping the many democrats inside the country 
toward this end. 


[23 Apr 80, p 5) 


(Text] In Haiti, a relative internal relaxation has 
prevailed since the advent of Jean-Claude Duvalier. 

But the latter continues to rely on the “tontons- 
macoutes" who could at any moment undermine the fragile 
progress of liberalization. (LE MONDE of 22 April.) 


Port-au-Prince--To believe the signs which line the bituminous road of the 
North--a “gift” from Jean-Claude Duvalier--all the way to Cap-Haitien, 
where the Citadel was restored thanks to the “magnanimity" of the chief of 
state, the “life president” has spared no efforts to relieve the misery of 
his people. 


His father, Papa Doc, passed into history as /"the great electrifier of 
soule."/ Jean-Claude himeelf, already surnamed the great patron of sports, 
has given his name to the ground station situated at Duvalierville which 
enabled the Haitian people to follow the televised broadcasts of the 1974 
football World Cup (1). He bide fair to become an unparalleled benefactor. 


The peasants who come down from the surrounding hills ("mornes") (2) to sell 
their charcoal, carried by teams of mules, at the port of Sant-Marc, are not 
very impressed with this presidential generosity. Obliged to exhaust their 
last source of wealth, a forest on the way to extinction, to buy their daily 
ration of rice and red beans, they are sawing off, so to speak, month by 

month, the branch that supports them. The same scenario is unfolding on the 
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regional scale in the North-West (province ]. From Mole-Saint=Nicolas to Anse- 
Rouge, the sailing ships discharge their cargo of charcoal at Port-au-Prince, 
hut how to reproach the inhabitants of the capital for cooking with this 
fuel? Even retailed at 15 to 20 gourdes (3) per bag at Port-au-Prince (this 
wim twlee the price paid to the peasants), it remains the most economical, 


Once past the city of Gonaives, wagons and she-asses receive their due on 

the battered and pebbly road which leads to Port-de-Paix. We run across an 
austere pastor, bible in hand, at the head of a joyous crowd of peasants in 
their Sunday best who are shouting themselves hoarse repeating some Litanies, 
The procession will go to the Baptist church, the only concrete building in 
the village with its Catholic and Adventist rivals, Little “cayes" (houses), 
confeeted with the help of small beams of wood and a trellis-work of twigs 
covered over with dried mud and mixed Limestone, surround the stone monuments 
which only seem the more anachronistic, The ecumenical spirit is not in style 
here, and certain protestant sects from across the Atlantic, in imitation of 
the one which distributes transistor radios pre-set to the Radio-Lumiere ata— 
tion, are not overly scrupulous as to the means used to carry the good news 
to the depths of the hinterland. 


Port-de-Paix, a big provincial mrket town pulled out of its lethargy at 
market hours, is called the “capital city of the disheartened." The memory of 
the great famines of 1968 and 1977, which caused thousands of deaths, is still 
very much alive here. But the town has also become a place of hope for a num- 
ber of Haitians who hope to become expatriates (See box below.) 


An Absent Government 


You have to go some 20 kilometers along a road pitted with ruts before getting 
to Lacome and the "Miss Caro” clinic. Since her arrival from Virginia in 1943, 
she has for more than 30 years devoted herself to improving the lot of the 
children. /"My children,"/ she says, showing us photos of those who survived, 
At 1000, when consultations begin, some 15 women are waiting in the dispensary, 
holding their babies in their arms. /"When did you leave the house?" asks "Miss 
Caro” in Creole, /"At 4 this morning,"/ answers the first; another, pregnant, 
who had a donkey, waited until dawn to leave. After such a conversation, it 
would be pointless to speak further about the extent of coverage of health 
needs. /"“Infant mortality is still steep, especially after weaning. Often the 
family garden cannot provide enough nourishment for the child at the end of 
nursing."/ Distribution of Vitamin A is sometimes only a palliative, but the 
peasants Know that they hardly have anyone to count on except her or the 
“lLeaf-doctors” (4). Could they pay the doctor? Maybe someday... 


The national administration is so little represented in the department that 

the United States, in particular, seems to be standing in its place, by means 
of HACHO (5). Beyond work on infrastructure, such as repairs to the road 
linking Jean - Rabel to Anse - Rouge, HACHO agents work to provide farmers with 
additional resources. This is the purpose of the bee-keeping project in 

Jean Rabel, which revives a tradition inherited from the French colonial 








period, or the creation of various centers for the work of artisans, Thus, 
in Plefrache, near Bombardopolis, about 100 men and women take turns weaving 
palmetree fibers, The finished basket -work is next put on the road for a 
boutique in Port-au-Prince, This many~sided Lavolvement Lof HACHO | sometimes 
causes concern, /"Nearly twoethirds of the HACHO budget goen for operating 
cxperees, "/ the erities stress, But the majority, who are in the greatest 
need, are not so fastidious in their words: /"So long as part of the aid 
gets to its destination..."/ 


It is not unthinkable that American attention to the North-West ultimately 
coincides with a geo-political interest. If, in the future, Washington shows 
itself interested in normalizing its relations with the regime in Havana, 

it could make a “gesture” by leaving its military base at Guantanamo, In 
«uch a Case, the deep water port of Mole-Saint-Nicolas--there where Christoph- 
er Columbus landed in 1492--would constitute an ideal fall-back position. 

Mr Aubriant Nemorin, former personal representative of Francois Duvalier in 
the North-West, now settled in Mole-Saint-Nicolas, remains a well-informed 
local notable. After the present prefect, a pistol in his belt, has come to 
hail him, he confirms to uss /"It is true that the American government has 
its eyes on Mole, But nationalist elements in the country are an obstacle to 
such a concession, Finally, the negotiations have taken a new turn with the 
interests revealed by the events in Florida."/ 


Upon leaving the North-West and its chorus of misery, the climb from Anse- 
houge to Cap-Haitien seems like a return to civilization. The more verdant 
surroundings here carry the mark of men's handiwork. Beyond Plaisance, 

while coffee-shrub plants push against the banks in the shade of life-giving 
trees (mango-trees, avocados, bread-trees), the coffee-beans dry in the sun 
on the lower side of the road. At Limbe, terraces supporting citronellas, un- 


ler the aegis of the FAO, are going to result in fresh cultivation of barren 
hi lis. 


One arrives at Cap more confident, before discovering that, as in the capital, 
what are bashfully called "zones of spontaneous urbanization" are springing 

ap everywhere. For the time being, this does not seem to be inhibiting the 
“ruise tourist trade, which is also in full swing. From November to March, 

+ wats from Miami put into the port every week at Cap-Haitien, before con- 
“inuing Coward Puerto-Plato and Puerto Rico, The port is thus suddenly in- 
vated with a mass of primitive paintings produced on an assembly-line basis; 
orchestras, stationed by the artisans’ boutiques, call in customers by doling 
ovt a few /merengues/ (translation unknown] of wine; finally, brigades of 


tailors hold themselves ready to create shirts or outfits in record time, 
at a “wretched price." 


va the central plateau, at Papaye, near Hinche, an experiment is worthy of 
attention: that which has been animating Jean-Baptiste Chavannes, a native of 


In addition to establishing 


the neighboring village, for the last 7 years. 











a community farm=plot Llit. "garden" using new cultivating techniques, and 
two cooperatives (one for credit, the other for purchase and sale of agri- 
cultural products), he and his team have brought together nearly 100 peasant 
groups and gained their confidence, Today, instead of going to sell their 
maige hither and thither at the Hinch market, they store it in the newly built 
siles, /"No more,"/ they say,/"of low prices and gate-crashing at the weighing 
vy speculators."/ This revival of peasant consciousness is also in evidence 
at Saint=Raphael and Thomonde, 


Strugeling Against “Zombification" 


In the southern part of the country, Canadian support allows DRIPP (6) to 
dispose of a $20 million budget over five years. This massive ir jection, 
evidenced by the size of the organization's parking lot, is expected to re- 
vive an anemic rural economy. But the perverse effects of such a venture are 
rarely foreseen. The high wages paid to DRIPP agents are already creating some 
local imbalances. /"The repetition of this kind of intervention,” a high UN 


official will tell us, /"could in the future threaten the country with econo- 
mie strangulation,"/ 


The initiative of a team of French agronomists, stationed for more than five 
years in Madian and Salagnac, beyond Miragoane, is different, An in-depth 
study of the area allowed them to isolate the rationale of the traditional 
agrarian systems; this preliminary work was indispensable in allowing them 
to introduce innovations which the peasants could easily integrate. 


Beyond regional disparities, underground movements agitate the whole of the 
Haitian peasantry. The extreme fragmentation of land holdings thinly disguises 

a restructuring in progress, at the hands of a urban bourgeois class which no 
Longer is reluctant to invest in the land. The continued high pace of the ru- 

ral exodus, the growing number of refugees, and the departure each year of 
thousands of Haitian seasonal workers who abandon everything for six months 

to go participate in the "zafra" [ sugar harvest and production] in the sugar cane 
plantations of the Dominican Republic despite the inhuman living conditions 

(7), are the most visible manifestations of this phenomenon. 


The poet and novelist Frank Etienne, steeped like all Haitians in voodoo 
culture, would like to release from their stupefied condition the many in- 
habitants of the countryside still “zombified.” But he does not try to hide 
the difficulties of this task: /"The voyage is long, very longs it could last 
through several seasons, with the mishaps due to the perfidy of the winds 
wheeling about over the archipelagos of death and folly.” (8)/ 


FOOTNOTES 


1, Cited by the "People's Training Pamphlet of the Jean-Claudist group of 
Petit Goave" (22 July 1979), 


2. Hills or little mountains in Haiti. 
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4, 1 Gourde © 6,90 French Fr, 
4, Name given to healers who make use of the properties of medicinal plants. 


5, HACHO © Harmonization of Organized Haitian Communities . This agency is 
financed by the United S:ates through AID (Agency for International De- 
velopment) and CARE, as well as by the Federal Republic of Germany, 


6, DRIPP © Integrated ural Development of Petit-Goave, Haitian critics have 
renamed it in Creoles /"Degage ou Rote Ko-ou immediatement pran pa-ou,"/ 
ort "Get out of your difficulties right away and do your part..." 


7, A scandal behind which lies the sordid financial traffic denounced last 
August by the Anti-Slavery Society in London, 


8. The conclusion of the Creole novel "Dezafi," of which the author has made 
a French version under the title of “Les Affres d'un Defi" ("The Terrors 
of Defiance" }, Port-au-Prince, 1979, The zombie is of the living dead, 
Exhumed from his grave by the /bokor/, a voodoo priest’ with malefic powers, 
he rmains for long years in a state of stupor which facilitates his sub- 
jection to servitude, 


Fupitives of the Sea | Boxed sidebar | 


To leave. To leave for Florida, the new promised land. Between 10,000 and 
20,000 people in the last 10 years, according to the American immigration 
service, bave undertaken this desperate flight which has spawned a lucrative 
traffic. From Port-de-Paix or Saint-Louis-du-Nord, from out of the North-West 
| department ] whfch furnishes three-fourths of the candidates for the voyage, 
to Nassau in the Bahamas, will cost about $400, by sailing boat. The cost of 
false papers (passport and visa produced in Port-au-Prince) is over and above 
this. To get from there next to Florida by ship or small airplane, the ad- 
ditional cost is at least $500. Such a “racket” limits the number of customers. 
The poorest, who have neither land nor livestock to sell, cannot dream of it. 
For those who have found a place on the little ships of fortune, the dream 
sometimes turns into a nightmare. ON 16 August 1979, two sailboats coming from 
Leovane are shipwrecked off the coast of Cuba. The toll: 35 of 67 passengers 
ead, On 3 October, the American army parachuted supplies to some 200 Haitian 
refugees on two deserted islands off Key West. On 23 January 1980, the Florida 
coast guard rescued 69 exhausted Haitians who had gone adrift near Golden 
Beach. But no matter how dangerous the odyssey, the tide of refugees has 
been growing in recent months (LE MONDE of 17 April 1980), 








Friar Max Dominique leads a pastoral team in the Bahamas which is concerned with 
Haitian exiles, He has received the testimony of dozens of them by word of 

— o~ of yy says, /"because of a broken mast or motor, spend 
weeks on the sea. But there are also more dramatic. Boatme 

tid of their clientele cast them loose in dinghies in the FS re ah R.. 


The alibi invoked might be the honoring of a vow to "Met Agoue," the voodoo 
god of the sea..."/ 
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These forgotten refugees, driven from their country as much by misery as 
by persecution, pay dearly, like those from Southeast Asia, the price of 
possible escape; and they bespeak the difficulty of living in the Haiti of 
Jean-Claude Duvalier,. 


24 Apr 80 p 5] 


LText ] In the poorest country of Latin America, the rules of 
the political game seem easier to change than the living con- 
ditions of the desolate populace of the back-country (LE 
MONDE of 22 and 23 April). 


Port-au-Prince--Eight years after having announced an audacious platforms 

/"My father made the political revolution, I will make the economic revolu- 
tion,"/ President Jean-Claude Duvalier had to acknowledge that "the Haitian 
economy must still be viewed as a monocultural economy."/ /"Everyone knows,"/ 
he said, /"that the overall condition of the country depends on coffee."/ 

The figures confirm this critical evaluation. Coffee still represented, in 
1977, the year of the spectacular increase in market prices internationally, 
44.4 percent of the country's export earnings (1). 


A tributary of “green gold", the economy also has to face a structural in- 
balance in its trade balance. For 1979, official estimates place imports 

at a level close to 3 times higher than exports (2). The latter are composed 
to the extent of 64 percent of primary products (coffee, bauxite, cacao, 
sisal...), while 59 percent of imported products consist of equipment and 
manufactured goods. The balance of payments is in less serious trouble, thanks 
to the continuing augmentation of private transfers by emigrants and the 
revenue generated by tourism, Certainly, the government can post for the years 
1976 to 1978 an average growth rate for gross internal product in excess of 
3.5 percent; but it remains to be said that the driving force of this ex- 
pansion was a sustained growth of investment, especially public, more than 

60 percent of which came from foreign aid. 


There is another persistent anomaly in the economic machinery: food products 
account for nearly 30 percent of the value of imports into the country, though 
the population is three-fourths rural. 


Study of an extreme case, the fishing sector, accounts for this aberration. 

No point in the territory is more than 100 km as the crow flies from the sea. 
And a goodly number of peasants, in the slack times of the agricultural cycle, 
become fishermen, Exports, in this field, are primarily lobster tails, but 
the net result of the activity is for the most part a debit for the country, 
which in 1976 imported more than 1,000 tons of dried salted fish. Motoriza- 


tion of small | fishing ] craft and improvement in the distribution chain would 
allow this deficit to resorbed. But the effort remains to be made. 

















Foreign aid must bear its ahare of the blame. The systematic shipment, 

for several years, of surplus American food ("tainted wheat, soy oil, 
rice...) doubtless benefits the Haitians in the North-West who suffer from 
want. But it is also an obstacle to attempts at development of local pro- 
duction, The CARE nutrition centers (3), which have saved the lives of 
thousands of children, generally established during “crisis situations," are 
beginning to take root--the one visited at Anse-Rouge has been in existence 
for six years--if not to multiply. How, in these conditions, can the govern- 
ment be motivated to look for durable solutions to the problems of mal- 
nutrition? 


On the debit side of this aid must also be included the insidious growth 
of a dole mentality which is becaming dangerously widespread in the country 
175 years after its independence. 


A Revival of Interventionism 


New reformist technocrats, with Washington's support, overturn administrative 
routines, It is true that some putting of the house in order was necessary. 
Many "special levies," whose proceeds were used for oftimes undisclosed ends, 
weighed heavily on the budget. And it was a matter of public notoriety that 
the income from the Administration of Tobacco and Matches" served to enrich 
the coffers of the regime's “slush fund." Mr Georges Dabbas, presently finan- 
cial adviser to the president, came at a propitious moment. Presently working 
on a peneral statute to regulate public operations to put an end to the flour- 
ishing “patronage” system, he also follows closely the progress of banking, 
fiscal, and budgetary reforms. A new “eminence grise”" of the chief of state? 
He defends himself, confiding to us: /"Eighteen months ago, as a United Na- 
tions expert, I put together a program of reforms for the government of Bu- 


rundi. I came back to Haiti to design an analogous program, for the president 
sought me out."/ 


Mr Guy Bauduy, as minister of commerce and industry--he has been in this po- 
sition since November 1978--wanted to push for formation of a new class of 
industries. The obstacles? 


/"My ministry,"/ he says, /"takes in two sectors whose interests are more 
opposed than complementary. How to design and follow an industrial policy of 
import substitution to reduce the trade deficit without hurting the big im- 
porters at the same time?"/ As if to indicate the stakes of the game, he 
adds: /"In this old conflict, the traders, who represent the mulatto and 
Syrio-Lebanese bourgeois class, have always had, and still do have, the upper 
hand."/ He must also battle against galloping inflation. 


Will this return to reformist interventionism on the part of the men who claim 
to have “the ear of the president" last long enough to change the nature of the 
regime? There are precedents which invite caution. For example, one of 

Mr Bauduy's predecessors, Mr Serge Fourcand, tried with the aid of Jamaican 
advisers to augment the revenue to the state from Reynolds, the American com- 
pany which extracts and exports bauxite from Miragoane. The discovery, at an 
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opportune moment, of a financial scandal (issuance of counterfeit stamps) 
in which the minister was implicated, led to his dismissal, 


Beyond these mishaps, Mr Bauduy's "nationalist" policy (Bauduy was replaced 
in November 1979 by Mr Dumel) reveals some ambiguities. He does not hesitate 
to proclaim as [negotiating] "trumps" for his industrial policy /"the prox- 
imity of the great American market and increasingly qualified manpower,"/ 

In fact, more than 200 factories which benefit from Large tax exemptions and 
pay a mostly female work-force very low wages have already been established 
on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince (4). But this glut is largely the result 
of American companies (dress-making, baseball balls, electronics components 
.++) Convinced of the advantages of cheap subcontracting. 


In the midst of these developments, one is perplexed to observe a deterior= 
ation of the social climate (more frequent strikes despite the rising un- 
employment rate, the beginnings of confrontationalist syndicalicn). These 


divisions at the top are preventing the United States from brin out a 
new edition right now in Haiti of the Dominican experiment of p ful 
transition to a more democratic regime, no single potential leader being 


able to gather around himself a consensus among the diverse sectors of the 
bourgeois class. 


Mr Jean-Claude Duvalier can thus boast to his powerful foreign creditors of 
playing a “positive” role as arbiter amongst the rival factions and hold out 
his begging-cup, if one can so express it, in a position of strength. Witness 
the renewal for at least one year of the blank check given the Haitian gov- 
ernment by bilateral and multilateral agencies meeting recently in Washington. 
Painting a rosy picture of this veritable board of directors meeting of tue 
regime's international bankers, Mr Duvalier disclosed that the latter were 
committed | to maintain their aid in the years ahead: /"Between now and 1982, 


more than 6 million gourdes will be appropriated to the programs sponsored by 
these organizations."/ 


Strong in this “confidence” and strengthened by this balloon-full of financial 
oxygen necessary to its political survival, the government was able following 
this meeting--it was not a mere coincidence--to harden its position and re- 
sume the repressive actions against a more dynamic opposition. The latter 
feels some bitterness in realizing once again that /"it is the money of 
France, Germany, Canada, and the United States which guarantees the inter- 


national credibility of Jean-Claudism and permits it to muzzle democratic 
expression whenever it wants to."/ 


Recent events justify these fears. The law of 19 September 1979 restricting 
freedom of the press has not always been enforced, despite the outcry it 
excited and the creation of a reviewing committee. On 9 November, an “anony- 
mous commando” breaks into a press conference being given by Mr Gerard 
Gourgue, president of the Haitian League for Human Rights; the participants, 
and among them 4 western diplomats, are molested. On 1 February, 1980, a high- 


ranking official in American militar licy, General Robert Schweitzer, de- 
H post in the neighboring Dominican Republic that he wants to i"take stronger 
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joLnt Measures against the communist threat."/ This more and more marked 
concern to preserve American interests in the region, relegating to the 
back burner the defense of human rights preached by President Carter, could 
serve as surety for a hardening of Mr Duvalier's policy, 


If the /"life president"/ continued in a repressive direction, assuming the 
guise of “Baby Doc", Jean-Claudism would show itself to be a new mystifica- 
tion of history: the seriously espoused illusion that an entire regime 
schooled for 14 years in dictatorship could gradually and peacefully open 
itself to the democratic way, Which will emerge the winner: those always 
more numerous who, both within and beyond the country echo the real aspira- 
tions for democracy, or the partisans of a scrubbed-down /status quo/ after 
its facade has been scraped clean? In the meantime, Mr Jean-Claude Duvalier 


and his entourage are doubtless continuing the political hesitation-wal 
begun in 1976, For how much longer? - altz 


1. This fact does not, however, reflect the tendency of the past few years 
toward stagnation in production. According to the BID (Inter-American 
Bank), production has varied between 32,000 and 36,000 tons per year since 
the mid 1970's (1978 report). 


2. Imports will reach 1.415 billion gourdes (1 gourde = 0.90 FF) as opposed 
to 566 million for exports (estimates provided by the State Planning Secre- 


tary). The petroleum bill, which exceeded some 60 million gourdes in 1972 
and reached 200 million in 1979 is one of the causes of this deterioration. 


3. Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere. 
4. The minimum wage has been 11 gourdes per day since October 1979. 
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MATTERS RELATING TO EL SALVADOR OUTLINED 
Census of Salvadoran Refugees 
PA141226 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GMT 14 May 80 


[Text] The Honduran Government, working through its General Directorate 
of Migratory Policy, has begun to draft a population census of Salvadoran 
citizens who have entered the country recently in order to maintain strict 
control over this movement of citizens. This was revealed by Lt Col 
Leonel Gutierrez, chief of the respective office, when questioned on the 
matter. 


He also said that the number of refugees is approaching 1,100 persons and 
that there are men, women and children among them. He also said that the 
matter of the Salvadoran refugees will be handled at the highest level 
because the region occupied by them is considered a military zone and 
they will be attended by the region's military commanders. 


The problem of giving refuge to Salvadorans has special characteristics 
because there are no relations between Honduras and El Salvador and 
because we already have the acute problem of attending to thousands of 
Nicaraguan refugees still in our territory. 


Army Denies Intervention in El Salvador 
PA161836 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1627 GMT 16 May 80 


(Text] Tegucigalpa, 16 May (ACAN-EFE)--The Honduran Army's High Command 
today denied here its alleged participation in a joint operation with the 
Salvadoran armed forces to wipe out guerrillas in the area known as 
Trifinio. 


Trifinio is in Salvadoran territory that borders with Guatemala and 
Honduras, where the Salvadoran armed forces have launched a big offensive. 


Juan Chacon, secretary general of the leftist People's Revolutionary Bloc, 
was the one who said that the Honduran Army was also operating there. 
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A presidential spokesman also denied reports from El Salvador that the 
refugees fleeing to Honduras are being met by the Honduran Army's bullets. 


The spokesman confirmed chat Honduras does not want a mass exodus of 
Salvadorans toward its territory because it does not have the necessary 
resources to aid them, noting that the situation is extremely complex 
since Honduras has not maintained relations with El Salvador since the 
100-hour war fought in 1969. 


Nonetheless, he pointed out that those who have arrived in Honduras~--some 
1,200 Salvadorans, mostly children, older people and women--have received 
humanitarian attention in accordance with existing limitations. 


The spokesman finally expressed the hope that in its evaluation of the 
situation the United Nations will take into account the many problems 
Honduras has with its own citizens--not to mention the nearly 5,000 
Nicaraguans still remaining on its territory--as this country is in no 
position to accept more Salvadoran refugees. 


Negotiation With El Salvador 
PA042313 Tegucigalpa Radio America in Spanish 2145 GMT 3 Jun 80 
[Distributed by Inter-Central American Radio Organization] 


[Text] Negotiations between Honduras and El Salvador for signing of a 
peace treaty could end this year taking into account the progress in the 
negotiation of the seven points in the treaty, said president of the 
negotiating commission Pedro Pineda Madrid yesterday. 


Mediator Jose Luis Bustamante y Rivero considered excellent the results 
obtained to the moment. He expressed a very favorable opinion toward the 
two parties and congratulated the two delegations. 


At this moment agreement has been reached on the points on peace and 
treaties, claims and differences, diplomatic and consular relations, 
common market, human rights and family and free transit. 


Pineda Madrid also said as far as the common market is concerned, the 
point which Honduras and El Salvador can approve through these negotia- 
tions is that the program of Central American integration be reorganized 
because the two states by themselves cannot reorganize it. 
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HONDURAS 


COMPULSORY NATIONWIDE LITERACY CAMPAIGN IN ATED 
Opening Cer+ mor y 
PA252019 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanisi U May 80 pp 2, 12 


[Excerpts] The compulsory nationwide literacy campaign by which the 
military government hopes to end the high illiteracy rate in our country 
began yesterday. 


Manuel de Jesus Manzanares, adult education general director, said the 
national flag will be raised at the Education Secretariat and will be 
lowered only after the projected goal of teaching 500,000 Hondurans to 
read and write has been achieved. 


During the opening ceremony education officials called on the student 
body to contribute to the campaign and commended groups such as the 
doctors’ and engineers' wives who have given anonymous cooperation to the 
development of the literacy plan. 


A group of students applauded, shouting: "This is a political campaign 
and those of us who are not studying to become teachers know about 
physics and chemistry but not about teaching methods." 

"Up with planning and down with demagogy," they shouted, protesting how 
the campaign was planned. They stated: "We want to get involved! We 
want to get involved!" 


At the last minute the Teachers Unity Front [Frente de Unidad Magisterial-- 
FUM] voiced its total support for the literacy campaign, Education Secre- 
tary Dr Eugenio Matute Canizales reported. 


He added that the teachers decided to support the campaign after they 
found out that the problems that the campaign was facing were not so big 
as to postpone or cancel it. 
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Exchange of Experiences With Nicaragua 
PA170449 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GMT 17 May 80 


(Text ] Education Minister Eugenio Matute Canizales has reported that 
Honduras and Nicaragua will exchange experiences in their literacy cam- 
paigns after they are completed. This was discussed during a meeting of 
Matute Canizales with Nicaraguan Ambassador Jose Leon Talavera. The two 


officials analyzed the pros and cons of the campaign their countries have 
started, 


Moreover, the education minister said he was optimistic about the meeting 
with the Nicaraguan diplomat. He said he is sure it will help in reach- 


ing the goal of the two countries to reduce illiteracy to the lowest 
level. 


In conclusion, they talked about the evaluation of the campaigns in order 
to learn of the results and eliminate the aspects in which they failed for 
the benefit of future campaigns. 
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JAMALCA 


BRIEFS 


IDB FLNANCING OF PROJECTS--An 18-man team from the Inter-American 
Development Bank, the IDB, is now in Jamaica holding discussions with 
government officials on the financing of projects here. Among projects 
being looked at are government's onshore oil exploration programs and the 
expansion of the Caribbean Finance Company. Discussions are also being 
held on the phasing out of repayments due to the IDB and ways and means 

of ensuring speedy disbursement of loans already agreed on. At a meeting 
yesterday between the minister of finance, Hugh Small, and the IDB dele-~ 
gation, discussions focused on the funding of projects which will con- 
tribute to Jamaica's foreign exchange earning capacity as well as ener gy 
projects. The discussions also dealt with the objective of government's 
medium-term economic programs, the 1980-81 budget, progress being made on 
projects funded by the IDB and which are now under implementation, as well 
as financing new projects identified by the government. The IDB team is 
one of several from financial institutions expected in the island. A 
jJ~man team from the World Bank is due in Jamaica on Thursday to review 
existing projects being funded by the bank. The World Bank team will also 
be discussing with officials government's medium and short-term economic 
programs in addition to the 1980-81 budget. [Text] [FL131449 Kingston 
Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 13 May 80) 


NFT FOREIGN ASSETS ROSE IN JANUARY--Jamaica's net foreign assets for 
January of this year improved by 100 million dollars, bringing the nega- 
tive balance to over 600 million dollars. This was released by the Bank 
of Jamaica in its monthly review prepared in March. According to the 
review, the improvement in the net foreign assets position was due to an 
increase of some 100 million dollars in the gross foreign assets of the 
Bank of Jamaica. During the month of January, the review showed that the 
bank's foreign exchange holdings rose as a result of inflows received 
from the collection of bauxite levy payments, proceeds from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund's gold sales and government loans received. 
Available data on production for the month of January also indicate an 
improvement in some areas of the economy, including banana exports and 
sugar. However, production of steel, cement and flour recorded declines 
in that month. There was also a decline in bauxite and alumina output in 
January. [Text] [FLO21243 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 
2 Jun 80) 
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NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 


DEMOCRACY IN SURINAM SUBJECT TO EROSION, SAYS VAN AGT 
Second Chamber Supports Van Agt 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 15 May 80 p 1 


[Text] Den Haag, 13 May--The Second Chamber publicly 
supports Prime Minister Van Agt's criticism that de- 
mocracy in Surinam is subject to erosion, During oral 
discussions with the government in the standing commit - 
tee on foreign affairs, a more active policy of the 
Dutch government was urged from various quarters. 


Dr F, Bolkenstein, VVD [People's Party for Freedom and Democracy] foreign 
affairs expert, whose motion that the government must strive for restora- 
tion of democracy was accepted by the chamber this February, said that 

Van Agt had spoken "too mildly." Gualtherie van Weezel, CDA [Christian 
Democratic Appeal], said that "things are threatening to get even more out 
of hand in Surinam." 


Ambassador 


Chin A Sen, prime minister of Surinam, yesterday called the Dutch criti- 
cism an intervention in Surinam affairs. He called the Dutch ambassador 
to account for it. "Prime Minister Van Agt's statements run counter to 
the plans of the Surinam government, which is already doing all it can to 
guarantee peace, order, and personal safety in Surinam," Chin A Sen told 
the Dutch Ambassador. 


Since the military coup in Surinam the [Dutch] government has assumed an 
attitude of watchful waiting. Not long ago Vice Prime Minister Wiegel 
dismissed criticism in the Second Chamber of interference with democratic 
order in Surinam as "nit-picking." 


in the Second Chamber the Dutch involvement in Surinam is defended- - 
against Surinam criticism--on the basis of the development relationship 
with the country, the attack on democratic order, and the presence of 
Dutch citizens in the country. 


63 





lhe Labor Party called for trying to influence the normalization of demo- 
cratic conditions through political contacts, 0'66 [Democrats of '66} 
urged the government to enter into discussions with the National Military 
Couneil [the Surinam junta), 


Pronk Denies Involvement in Counter-Coup 
htotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 15 May 80 p 4 


[Report by special correspondent Rudie Kagie; "Surinam Coup Betrayer 
Implicates Ex-Minister Pronk"'] 


[Text] Amsterdam/Paramaribo, 15 May--Dr J. Pronk, former 
Dutch minister of development aid, is alleged to have 
promised 300,000 guilders in support to Pred Ormskerk, the 
leader of an unsuccessful coup d'état in Surinam. The 
statement was made by frank-spoken Johan Cornelis Krol, 36, 
a former Dutch soldier and a prime suspect in the plot 
against the new Surinam government, at a press conference 
yesterday in Paramaribo. 


Krol gave away Ormskerk's plans to the National Military Council, where- 
upon the leader of the counter-coup was executed, The suspect asserted 
that he was to have been rewarded with a sum of 60,000 guilders, and 

after the success of the coup would also have been promoted to sergeant. 


J. Pronk, former Dutch minister and now a Labor member of the Second 
Chamber, yesterday evening called the statements by the suspect "too 
senseless to react to." Pronk said, "I had never heard of Ormskerk until 
he got in the news. I consider this accusation just a minor incident." 


The widow of the slain ex-warrant officer Ormskerk, who possessed Dutch 
nationality, spoke yesterday at her home in Ermelo of the good relations 
between her husband and Krol, who had established himself in the last few 
years as an independent plumber in Paramaribo. "Krol was his support and 
his refuge; the best friend he had in Surinam," Mrs Ormskerk said. 


Warned 


One of Ormskerk's friends living in the Netherlands, on the other hand, 
called it "very conceivable" that Krol had abandoned his comrade in arms. 
"| have always warned Ormskerk against that man. He seemed to me to be 
an untrustworthy type. I would think it a pity if it turned out that I 
was right." 


The Surinamers Roy Bottse and Johan Kasantaroeno were named at the press 
conference as "nerve center" of the ill-fated action. Bottse was a ser- 
geant in the Surinam army and fled to the Netherlands on 25 February, 


the day of the coup d'état. Kasantaroeno was minister of agriculture in 
the ousted Arron cabinet. 
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From his hiding place in the Netherlands, Kasantaroeno confirmed last eve 
ning that he had spoken with Pronk, "I looked him up in the Second Cham- 
ber shortly after the coup, It was a fleeting contact in which | said 
that | was concerned over developments in Surinam," Kasantaroeno denies 
any involvement in Ormskerk's plans, 


According to Badreissan Sital, chairman of the NMR [National Military. Coun- 
cil], besides Pronk, Bottse, and Kasantaroeno, a representative of the 
Venezuelan embassy, "somebody from France," and two South Moluccans were 
involved in the coup. The South Moluccan Movement of 20 May, which ope- 
rates from the Netherlands, yesterday again denied rumors that they were 
involved in the action. An attempt is being made to bring a libel suit 
against journalists that have spread this report that blew across from 
Surinam, 


Questioning 


With regard to the cause of Ormskerk's death it was said yesterday that 
the warrant officer, who "was known to be violent," tried to escape during 
questioning. Ormskerk is said not to have survived the hand-to-hand fight 
that resulted. No firearms were used. 


A different version of the events was given initially in military circles 
in Paramaribo. A commando unit led by Sgt Hadjo Prajitno was said to have 
gone toward Albina early in the evening of Friday 2 May with the assignment 
of summarily shooting Ormskerk to death. The deceased's body was subjected 
to an autopsy. The results of the autopsy were not reported at the press 
conference. 


Confession 


Rufus Nooitmeer, chairman of the NPK [expansion unknown] delegation in 
parliament, 'S said to have made a complete confession, from which it ap- 
peared that he was informed about the counter-coup at an early stage and 
wanted to lend his assistance. NPK politicians Fedor Bottse and Theo Bean 
are also being detained in the Memre-Boekoe Barracks and are charged as 
accomplices. The military council showed checks totaling 6 million guil- 
ders. They were to have been used to finance weapons procurement and the 
payroll of the mercenary army. The mercenary army was to consist of about 
200 men. It had not yet been fully recruited. 


Mercenaries 


Ihe military police are looking for a group of about 30 mercenaries who 
have not yet had a chance to get out of the country. Some 40 machine 

guns were shown with which it was planned to open fire on 15 May on 

60 prominent persons in the new Surinam, including all members of the NMR. 
It is possible that these are the batch of weapons that were stolen on 

13 April from the munitions depot of the Memre-Boekoe Barracks. 
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Papers found on Ormskerk revealed what the new cabinet of Surinam was 
to look like after the success of the counter-coup, All of the ministers 
of the Arron government were to return to their posts, Only the ministry 
of defense was to have been headed by a new man--G, Lapree, a former KNIL 
[Royal Dutch Indies Army?] soldier living in the Netherlands, He 
was said to have been Ormskerk's "military ideal," 
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PANAMA 


STUDENTS BRIEFLY OCCUPY EDUCATION MINISTRY 

Education Ministry Communique 
PA302302 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 30 May 80 pp 1, A=14 
[Communique issued by the Education Ministry 29 May) 


[Text] Several incidents at the main offices of the Education Ministry 
this morning call for deep reflection. 


A group of students from the Melchor Lasso de la Vega Trade School burst 
into the Education Ministry, demanding to see the members of the Coordi- 
nating Commission on National Education and the education minister so 
that their desire for changes in the quality of education would be taken 
into account. 


The request resulted in violence which led to damage to installations in 
the lobby and the ministry's conference room, where the Coordinating 
Commission for National Education meets. It was practically impossible 
to hold a dialog, because of the students’ attitude. 


The glorious history of the students of the trade school was written 
with the blood of martyr Jose Manuel Arauz in an effort to obtain changes 
in education. This glorious history moves us to issue a call to reflect 
and to be calm so that today's incidents will not be repeated. 


These incidents are censurable from every point of view. They are part 
of a long chain dating back to the beginning of this educational admin- 
istration. 


In view of the pressure from the various sectors that make up the educa- 
tional system, the Education Ministry has promoted and continues to pro- 
mote dialog in the educational community in an open and respectful manner 
that permit calm and objective analysis of the problems affecting educa- 
tion. We believe this must be the norm that must guide the actions of 
the ministry to settle any differences that may arise. 
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FEP Communique 
PA302342 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 30 May 80 pp 1, A-14 


{Communique by the Federation of Panamanian Students--pasesages within 
slantlines published in boldface) 


[Text] Since the beginning of the present school year we have been aware 
of the confusion prevalent in national education, 


The National Coordinating Educational Commission's decision to replace 

the abolished educational reform with the recommendations submitted to 

the Education Ministry have created /veritable traumas/ in several schools 
where work had been underway using reformed plans, by abruptly imposing 
different programs that are not in keeping with the universal principle 

of educational continuity and which, besides, are out of context, 


With the intention of reaching an agreement and enforcing respect for 
this fundamental law, the students, parents and teachers of Panama Com 
mercial Inetitute, Rubiano Institute, Mexico-Panama Professional and 
Technical Institute, Rufo Garay School and several other schools showed 
up at the Education Ministry on 6 May to demand a solution to these 
problems. A date was set (20 May) by which the commission and the Educa- 
tion Ministry would issue a joint response to the problems noted by the 
students. But, to our surprise, the commission later decided it would 
not even discuss these problems, thus ignoring the concerns of thousands 
of students, parents and teachers. 


/The country's educational situation is as follows:/ 


1. Total chaos in the programs and [a lack of] clear definitions in the 
area of educational policy. 


2. Thousands of professors and teachers who have not yet been appointed 
and who have no immediate prospects of being appointed. 


3. Thousands of students who, on account of the measures adopted, are 
being denied the sacred right to education. 


4. There are no classes in Darien, Bocas del Toro or San Blas. 


5. Most evening schools lack teachers and therefore cannot begin imple- 
menting the normal educational plans. 


6. An unjustified and irresponsible strike was held, presumably to 

defend an unqualified [antipedagogico] teacher whose status is clearly 
defined by educational law No 47, thus creating serious educational 
imbalances, especially because at the bottom there lay only the electioneer- 
ing interests of the teachers' leadership. 
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7. There te a National Coordinating Educational Commission that has not 
provided a single positive response and which, because of the members who 
comprise it, it will not provide such a response in the future either, as 
Lt ie strengthened by individuals who have shown their incapacity as 
teachers yet who have been included in it as experts. 


8. The commission has been intent on ignoring the people's interest in 
educational matters. Also, there has been the serious intention to 
implement an education devoid ‘of all scientific spirit and national and 
patriotic content and one that is neither truly democratic nor in 
accordance with the pedagogic, technical and scientific advances of the 
past few years. 


9. There is the belief that the educational problem can be resolved in 
an air-conditioned meeting room while, incredibly, our educational reali- 
ties are spurned. Besides, 16 individuals /cannot/ possibly decide what 
the education of all the youths, on which the fatherland's future depends, 
will be like. 


10, One thousand teachers of the work-study program are currently job- 
less, thus posing a serious problem, which leaves their children's future 
subject to chance. 


ll. The Education Ministry has proven its incapacity and total lack of 
authority, a fact that completely worsens the educational situation. 


12. Measures, resolutions and decisions are adopted or made without 
regard for the national constitution, thus implicitly ignoring any legal 
or juridical status. 


The Student Movement's Response 


We students have traditionally fought to improve, transform, expand and 
democratize education. To that end, we have shed the generous blood of 
the best of our youths. 


In view of all these developments, it is not possible for us to ignore 
the gravity of the problem, which inevitably necessitates our firm and 
determined response, because the blood of Jose M. Arauz was not shed in 
vain. It is for this reason that today, in view of the seriousness of 
the current educational situation, we have decided to go to the Education 
Ministry and to state that no educational solution will be just, nor will 
we acknowledge it, unless the true sectors of the national life connected 
with the educational task participate in it and parents and students play 
a fundamental role in it. 


l. As of today we repudiate the so-called National Coordinating Educa- 
tional Commission which, in addition to being unconstitutional, is directly 
responsible, along with the Education Ministry, for our country's serious 
educational crisis. 
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2. We demand irrevocably the expulsion of the education minister because 
of his incapacity and lack of authority as head of the ministry and of 
the entire educational field, and because he is mainly responsible for 
the present tragedy. 


3. Our decision is unswerving, combative and militant, and let no one 
try to play with our nationalistic way of viewing the situation. We are 
deeply concerned, This concerns our education and we will not hesitate 
a single moment to make the greatest struggle for it. 


After saying all this, it is now our people's turn. 


/For an education for liberation. Seriousness in the future means serious- 
ness in the present, as regards our education. For patriotic, popular, 
democratic and scientific education. The Federation of Panamanian Students 
is on the march and nothing and nobody can stop it./ 


Call for End to School Disturbances 
PA311926 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2315 GMT 30 May 80 
[News Analysis" by news director Mario Velasquez] 


[Excerpt] This school year must conclude without further interruptions. 
It is necessary to think clearly before resorting to strikes and stoppages 
for silly reasons. Students must somehow realize that they cannot stage 
violent street demonstrations every time something bothers them at school. 
The Education Ministry should tolerate no more contempt of its authority 
either from the teachers or the students. If the education sector cannot 
set a national example of respect and tolerance, and if the teachers and 
students cannot set aside their differences and solve their problems, then 
we will fall into an abyss where the basic values of civilized life are 
lost and where anger, rancor and violence reign. 


Editorial Decries Student Violence 
PA040133 Panama City CRITICA in Spanish 3 Jun 80 p 4 
[Editorial: "The Schism of Panamanian Education" ] 


{Text] The readers of this editorial might think that we are exaggerating 
when we say that there is a schism in our educational system but the fact 
is that we cannot describe this problem any other way in view of the com 
plete disrespect toward the education authorities, the teachers, students 
and even parents. 


The events on Thursday morning at the central offices of the Education 
Ministry show once again the barbarous state of Panamanian education. 
It is unbelievable that a group of students attacked the highest education 
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office, destroyed the furniture and walls and arrogantly addressed the 
authorities who, because of their position and age, deserve respect. 


It is true that the education authorities are to a high degree responsi- 
ble for the current problems but this ie no reason for a student group to 
act ag it did. This incident worries us because the future of the coun- 
try should not be in the hands of these people who let themselves be 
carried away by their primal inetincts and an evident lack of maturity. 


The violence unleashed by members of the Federation of Panamanian Students 
(FEP) led to more violence since a few moments later the FEP headquarters 
was attacked and destroyed by another group. We observers can see how 
rapidly our society deteriorates and how quickly moral values are lost. 


Over the television screen we saw the FEP secretary general recounting to 
a newsman what occurred in his group's headquarters and the blows that 
some students received. We were also able to observe the attitude of this 
individual who at no time apologized for the action his group carried out 
in the Education Ministry. On the contrary, he issued threats against his 
opponents. 


As a social communications media and guide of public opinion, we have to 
condemn those attitudes and call for peace, dialog and understanding among 
the people involved in the education process. We urge them to think about 
this and work for their aspirations through peaceful means so that the 
country's peace will not be affected. 


Without meaning to intervene in their work programs, we respectfully ask 
high levels of government to use their good offices and good will to try 
to solve the education situation since it is increasingly becoming more 
unbearable and harmful. 
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PANAMA 


CURRENT PERFORMANCE OF SALVADORAN LEFT ASSESSED 
PA142203 Panama City CRITICA in Spanish 14 May 80 p 4 


("Bona Fide" column by Camilo 0. Perez: "What Is the Salvadoran Left 
Doing?" ] 


[Text] We think the Salvadoran leftists should be wiser and more realis- 
tic. With the attitude they are assuming, they will lose ground because 
they refuse to understand that they have to have room to maneuver and 
that, due to the undeniable U.S. influence, extreme positions or radical- 
ism is unsuitable in this area and is confused with an imprudence border- 
ing on childishness. 


At present the struggle over the type of process that must take place in 
El Salvador is being waged within the army itself. This is an army that 
in the past was always in the hands of the interests of the 240 land- 
owning families. In a country where each centimeter is valuable, the 
people who once controlled the country's economy are now facing not a 
firing squad but a number of programs that are far from being rightist. 


One must understand that the leftists are playing a key role in the 
struggle being waged by the masses to achieve their demands. But the 
left itself cannot fall prey to conjectures and stop supporting the more 
progressive sector in the army which, seeing new political prospects in 
Panama's example, already knows that it is possible to fulfill a social 
program that responds to realities. 


We do not see a consolidated leadership among the Salvadoran leftists. 
Either they have gone into hiding or they believe that an unsuitable 
change is taking place because the present junta is trying to implement 
an agrarian reform that satisfies the leftists’ demands. So what is to 
be done now? Either the game is understood and play starts, or the 
present junta is dealt a harsh blow in order to strengthen the right and 
let it get what it wants. 


We do not think it is wise to upset or weaken the present junta's specific 
plans simply because the Christian Democratic sectors are part of it. 
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Historic commitments have been made in Italy to prevent the return of 
fascism; Salvadorans must admit that a beautiful opportunity to displace 
the big landowners and the plutocrats from power is now arising. This 
was very difficult in the past. 


True, the United States is supporting the present junta. This upholds a 
situation that confuses even the top echelons in the United States. But 
if Carter does not act this way, the United States will lose political 
control in Central America, an area which has always been a feudal manor 
of vital U.S. interests. 


We must understand that Guatemala is another cause for concern. U.S. 
investments in that country are huge, and Nicaragua is a clear warning 

of the results of the serious foreign policy mistakes made by the presi- 
dents who preceded Carter. With his human rights policy, Carter is now 
lashing at the henchmen he still has left, to indicate that the pragmatic 
political philosophy established in the U.S. Constitution is to be ques- 
tioned no longer by the transnational companies’ desire for profit. 


Leftists should carefully analyze this in order to keep the Salvadoran 


situation from taking a turn to the right. That is something nobody 
wants or expects as a solution. 
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PANAMA 


CNTP LEADER SAYS COMMUNISTS HELPING LABOR MOVEMENT 
PA131552 Panama City UNIDAD in Spanish Special Edition Apr 80 p 16 


[Excerpts] Angel Gomez, secretary general of the National Central of 
Panamanian Workers [CNTP] and member of the board of directors of the 
National Council of Organized Workers [CONATO], has told UNIDAD that 
“the communists have strengthened the labor movement." 


New Organizational Advances 


The CNTP was born from the Trade Union Federation of Workers of the 
Republic of Panama in 1970. It was organized through economic contribu- 
tions from the Unions of the Food, Construction, Banana and Institute of 
Hydraulic Resources and Electrification sectors. 


Gomez explained that there has not been any persecution of the labor 
movement and its leadership since 1970; on the contrary, “the labor union 
school was created which helped to train more than 5,000 workers." 


The influence of the CNTP as well as that of other mass organizations, 
have decisively determined the democratization of the Panamanian state. 


Proof of this is the existence of the CONATO as a product of the organi- 
zation of the working class in the face of its traditional enemy--the 
bourgeoisie. 


The Maturity [of the Movement] Tested 


Law 95 of 1976 was created within the conspiratorial wave of the bour- 
geoisie at the time of the Panama Canal negotiations. 


Gomez continued: "They were very difficult moments. Although the condi- 
tions for a general and victorious strike were present, it was not appro- 
priate to carry out a strike because in addition to being an incentive for 
investments from the managerial sector, the law was a political blow aimed 
at the treaty negotiations over the canal and the zone. 
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"The mobilizations of 20 December 1978, 8 November 1979 and the general 
strike of late January 1980 are evidence of the specific actions that the 
CNTP have been promoting many times alone and other times jointly with 
the CONATO." 


Gomez concluded: The CONATO has become an organization of action and 
programs of struggle through the influence of the CNTP. It is no longer 
the consultative organization it used to be. 


He said that CONATO is moving toward the creation of a single central now 
that the awareness of the working class is beginning to mature. One can 
already see the fruits of the efforts that the [People's] Party has carried 
out over the past 50 years in order to organize and educate the working 
class so that it can be capable of fulfilling the historic mission of 
destroying the bourgeoisie and building the socialist society. 
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PANAMA 


COLON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SUPPORTS CUBAN REFUGEES 
PAL82342 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 18 May 80 p B-10 


[Letter from the Chamber of Commerce, Agriculture and Industries of Colon 
to President Aristides Royo, issued in Colon on 16 May) 


[Text] Your Excellency Dr Aristides Royo, President of the Republic of 
Panama 


Mr President: 


The international community is following with deep concern the drama of 
a population that for more than 20 years has maintained an exodus to 
freedom and democracy. Th «. population, the noble and generous Cuban 
people, is currently giving a live and dramatic demonstration against 
the communist regime, sacrificing their lives in the Strait of Florida, 
reverent grave of an undetermined number of martyrs of freedom, whom 
perhaps will regretfully remain anonymous forever. 


[In the face of this tragedy which has shaken the world a man's conscience, 
our government, which claims to be nonalined and which asked for and 
obtained the support of the international community in the just struggles 
for its sovereignty, has maintained an incriminating silence. This 
represents a denial of its nonalined posture. 


im the other hand, and in the specific field of human rights, we cannot 
understand how a government which is supposed to be democratic and run by 
Christians can be indifferent to the holocaust of human beings (men, women 
and children), who prefer to be devoured by the sea rather than to be 
destroyed by the tyranny of a government or system. 


independent of ideological or political reasons, Panama, a country related 
to the Cuban people by ethnic and cultural tier, cannot and should not act 
indifferently to the fate of thousands of men, women and children. The 
absence of Panama at the meeting in San Jose, Costa Rica, is an action 

the government should explain to the people. 


“6 





We are aware of the country's economic situation which limits our capacity 
to accept immigrants, a policy which was not observed in the recent past 
when the economic situation was worse, based on periodic reports released 
by the government. Nevertheless, a policy can be implemented which per— 
mite the entry of refugees whose relatives agree to support them even if 
it only helps a few, it will save the country's prestige, which is often 
demanding justice and the right to liberation of oppressed peoples. 


We truet that Your Excellency will understand our viewpoint on this 
important matter. With the assurance of highest esteem, we remain, 


Sincerely yours, 
Chamber of Commerce, Agriculture and Industries of Colon, 


(Signed) Alonso Fernandez G., president, 18 May 1980 
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PANAMA 


ECONOMY GROWS 4.2 PERCENT DURING 1979 
PAO12220 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 29 May 80 p 1 


(Text) Sources from the Planning and Economic Policy Ministry have 
reported that Panama's economy grew 4.2 percent during 1979. They said 
this was the second consecutive year of sustained growth following 4 
years of stagnation. 


The indicators of this growth were the expansion by over 50 percent in 
the construction industry and by 30 percent in commerce and the increase 
in the activities of the international financial and banking center, the 
deposits of which grew by 18 billion balboas, reaching a total of 30 
billion balboas last year. 


These trends have continued during the first 4 months of 1979, the 
sources said, adding that data is now being analyzed to report the final 
figures. However, it has already been established that the construction 
industry, which is one of the main indicators, grew by over 50 percent 
as compared to the same period of the previous year. 


The source added that the sustained growth of our economy during the last 
2 and 1/2 years was not an accidental occurrence but the result of the 
government's economic and social policy, represented by the creation of 
the necessary infrastructure to allow private activities to take place. 

[t said the government's investments have been geared in that direction 
and that at no time has the state tried to take the place of private 
initiative. Rather, it made ventures into fields which, at a given moment 
and for well-known reasons, industry could not exploit. 


Tnis policy has prevented unemployment from growing even further. When 
the government carried out such works as the Bayano cement plant and the 
sugar mill industry for export purposes, its main goals were to create 
employment sources and to exploit some areas and resources to extricate 
the country from the economic stagnation that was plaguing it, the 
sources said. 
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PANAMA 


COLUMNIST CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT'S SILENCE ON PARFITT 
PA141849 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 14 May 80 p 4-A 
[Article by Luis Restrepo Rosas: “Harold Parfitt") 


[Excerpt] Mr Harold Parfitt has returned to Panama. He has done this at 
the invitation of the "Zonians" who are intent on creating confrontations 
with the Panamanian people. The "Zonians" decided that as an offense to 

the Panamanian nation and its people, Mr Parfitt should receive a tribute 
and, in order to complete the offense, they also decided to erect a bust 

of him somewhere in the Panama Canal administration office. 


As far as we know, the national authorities have not said a single word 
to protest this offense against the dignity of the Panamanian people. 

As usual, the Federation of Panamanian Students has had to denounce this 
bold provocation by the "Zonians" and to organize protest demonstrations 
against the presence on Panamanian territory of Mr Harold Parfitt who, 

as official in charge of the “administration” of the Panama Canal on 

9 January 1964, ordered the killing of Panamanians--a task he assigned 

to famous General O'Meara who, with unprecedented cynicism commented 

that “his soldiers had only had some practice shooting ducks." According 
to Mr Parfitt and General O'Meara, only 9 bullets were fired, which killed 
over 20 Panamanians and injured more than 500, 


On 9 January 1964 we were able to see armed "Zonians" savagely attacking 
the Panamanian people. They did so in a cowardly manner for they were 
protected by tens of tanks and thousands of "Yankee" soldiers armed to the 
teeth, who used all kinds of weapons, including heavy arms to annihilate 
our people and our fatherland. They did not achieve that because the 
Panamanian people tenaciously opposed them and because Latin America and 
the entire world accused the United States of carrying out a racist and 
inhuman attack against a defenseless people. 


This Mr Parfitt arrived in Panama stealthily, during the night hours, and 
he sought refuge in one of the military enclaves that the imperialist 


nation imposed on our country as the price that must be paid for the advance 


trenches we have obtained. Most probably this Mr Parfitt never felt any 
remorse over the blood he spilled and over the lives of the Panamanian 
youths he destroyed in full bloom. 
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PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNIST YOUTH SUPPORT CUBA--The People's Party of Panama [PDP] youth 
expressed the solidarity of the young Panamanian communists with the 
peoples and government of Cuba in the face of the U.S. escalation of 
aggression. In a message addressed to the Union of Young Communists of 
Cuba, the Panamanian youth movement supports demands for an end to the 
economic blockade, evacuation of Guantanamo Naval Base, and an end to 
spy flights over Cuba. [Text] [PA271729 Havana International Service 
in Spanish 1600 GMT 27 May 80) 


SHIPS LOSE REGISTRATION--Panama City, 3 Jun (ACAN-EFE)--The Panamanian 
Government has canceled the registration of the ships “Rey Diamond" and 
"Rio Indio” for violating minimum technical requirements by transporting 
a large number of Cuban refugees. Hugo Torrijos, deputy director general 
of the consular and ship office, made the announcement here today. He 
explained that those vessels violated his office's order not to travel to 
the port of Mariel because they did not meet the minimum requ! rements for 
the transportation of large numbers of passengers. The officiai added 
that even though the ships were told that if they went to the port cf 
Mariel their Panamanian registry would be canceled, the vessels trans- 
ported hundreds of Cuban refugees to Miami. The “Rey Diamond" brought 
more than 600 people to Miami despite the fact that it was built in 1941. 
(Text) [PA040224 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2353 GMT 3 Jun 80] 
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VENEZUELA 


COMMUNIST, SOCIALIST YOUTH GROUPS CONDEMN ANTI-CUBA POLICY 
Caracas TRIBIUNA POPULAR in Spanish 30 Apr-8 May 80 p 3 


[Text] We, the anti-imperialist and revolutionary political youth of 
Venezuela, have felt it necessary to express in unison our points of view 
regarding reiations with Cuba, government foreign policy and the existing 
situation in Central America and in the Caribbean, 


The natlonal government's conduct should not be analyzed outside the context 
of the new situation which has arisen in Central American and in the 
Caribbean with the people's successes in Nicaragua and Grenada, the upsurge 
of the struggle of the people of El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala and the 
rising prestige of the Cuban revolution, an expression of which was the 
holding of the Sixth Summit Conference of the Nonalined Nations in Havana 
and the election of that brother country to preside over that movement in 
the person of its leader Fidel Castro. 


[It is within this fras«work that the governments of Venezuela and Peru have 
embarked on a policy of blackmail and provocation against Cuba adopting a 
strange concept of the right of asylum which in fact perverts it by seeking 

to extend it to persons who are not being politically persecuted. This is 
being done for the purpose of creating situations favorable to the advancement 
of a campaign which would tend to discredit and isolate the Cuban revolution. 


Such a policy fits in perfectly with the strategy mapped out by the U. S. 
Government with regard to Cuba, Central America and the Caribbean, as is 
demonstrated by, among other things, the coincidence of the present situation 
with the provocative military maneuvers which the United States ir about to 
carry out for 3 weeks all the way from Key West to Guantanamo, Cuba, thus 
creating a climate of tension in the area. 


All of these imperialist actions and those of the governments which serve 
it have as their basic objective to hold back the growing struggle of the 
Latin American peoples and especially, of the people of Central America and 
the Caribbean. 


We, the youth who sign this declrration, repudiate that policy of imperialism 
supported by sectors of the government and of COPEI [Social Christian Party] 
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and we express our determination to strengthen our solidarity with Cuba and 
with the peoples that are fighting for their complete national independence, 
true democracy and social progress. This determination is inspired by the 
highest patriotic traditions of our people and by the anti-imperialist 
convictions of the Liberator, for whom "Our Fatherland Is America," 


No one can destroy the traditionel relations of friendship which join the 
peoples of Venezuela and Cuba, Those relations have their roots in the 
libertarian examples of Bolivar and Marti and they have been sealed with the 
blood of innumerable patriots who have fallen in the fight for the 
independence and sovereignty of our countries, 


The defamations spread by reactionary circles against Cuba cannot conceal 
the extraordinary achievements of the revolution which gave back to Cuba her 
sovereignty and her dignity and which allow her to show proudly the highest 
indexes of health, education and use of natural resources for the benefit 

of her people, The social, economic, athletic and cultural successes of 
Cuba are still a dream for millions of inhabitants of Latin America. And 
all of this has been achieved in spite of the island's lack of natural 
resources and a criminal blockade which has not lasted almost 20 years. 


We denounce the Yankee preparations for intervening militarily in El Salvador 
which, should it come about, would result in a genocidal war similar to the 
one which heroic Vietnam endured, The imperialists and their allies, 
including elements of COPEL, should remember that El Salvador is not alone 
and that any attempt to crush with force the will of its people will achieve 
nothing but to make more resounding the defeat of the aggressors. 


We demand that the COPEL government cease its politica’, economic and 
military support of the bloody military junta in El Salvador, and we declare 
our unlimited support of the right of the Salvadoran people to determine 
their future without foreign interference or pressure. 


We, the democratic, anti-imperialist and revolutionary political youth of 
Venezuela, forcefully condemn the military maneuvers which the U. S. Govern- 
ment proposes to carry out in the Caribbean, particularly those which will 

take place on the island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, and in Guantanamo, Cuba, 
‘ere Lt maintains a military base against the will of the Cuban people and 
government. We emphasize the provocative character of these maneuvers and 

the fact that they are contrary to the interests of peace, the relaxation 

of tension and the self-determination of the peoples of this area of the globe. 


We appeal to all the social and political organizations of Venezuela to be 
alert, to unite in face of the aggressive imperialist plans in Central 
America and the Caribbean--in which an effort is being made .o involve our 
country--and to render the most active solidarity to Cuba, Grenada and the 
peoples of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras who are heroically struggling 
for their liberation, 








In conclusion, we invite the youth and the people of Caracas to a great 
ceremony of solidarity with Cuba which will take place on Tuesday, 29 April, 
at the Great Hall of the UCV [Central University of Venezuela], 


Caracas, 19 April 1980, 

Movement for Socialism [MAS] youth--Juan Aray 

Socialist Youth (Movement of the Revolutionary Left [MIR], Moleiro)-~Ruben 
Mendoza 

Socialist Youth (MIR, Americo)--Enrique Parra 

Socialist Youth of the People's Electoral Movement (MEP)--Roque Diaz 

Communist Youth of Venezuela--Noel Sirit 

El Pueblo Avanza [|The People Advance) [EPA]--Francisco Rodriguez 

Revolutionary Action Groups (GAR)--Vicente Martinez 

Venezuelan-Cuban Friendship Institute--Mina Vivas 

"Primero de Mayo" [First of May)--Rafael Alviarez 

POR [Revolutionary Workers Party] (Trotskyite-Posadist)--Jose Fernandez 
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VENEZUELA 


SOVIET VISITOR SUGGESTS EXPANDING S&T COOPERATION 
Caracas TRIBUNA POPULAR in Spanish 9-15 May 80 pp 9, 11 


[Article by Eloy Lanza: "Soviet-Venezuelan Relations Could Be Better and 
Broader" } 


{Text] On 2 May Comrade Victor Volski, director of the Latin American 
Institute (IAL) of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, a body of recognized 
international prestige engaged in carrying out research on the different 
aspects of the complex conditions in our continent, arrived in Caracas. 


We found Volski in a cheerful mood, as usual, at the editorial offices of 
TRIBUNA POPULAR, talking pleasantly with Eduardo Gallegos Mancera and 
Americo Diaz Nunez. We had not seen him for exactly 2 years, at which time 
we had the opportunity to carry out a fruitful month-long exchange of views 
on Venezuela with the IAL comrades in Moscow, 


After a warm greeting he told us that he will be in Venezuela until 15 May 
and that he has planned visits to Maracaibo and Merida in addition to Caracas. 
He also told us about the impressions, both positive and negative, that he 
has gained of this city as compared with 1975, when he last visited here. 


[AL's 20th Anniversary 


in response to a question of ours on the activities of the IAL, he answered 


that in April 1981 it will be 20 years old, At that time a history of its 
activities will be published. 


"The institute has pubiished," he told us, “about 300 books on various 
aspects of Latin America, many of them translated into Spanish. There are 
several series of books, preeminent among which are the analyses of class 
structure, sociopolitical structure and economic structure as well as of 
foreign policy, national culture and other subjects." 


He looked into his bulky briefcase and showed us with satisfaction a copy 

of the first volume of a recent work of which the IAL is proud, It is an 

"Lllust rated Encyclopedic Dictionary on Latin America," beautifully printed, 
with thousands of photographs and drawings and hundreds of full-color maps 
on which all sorts of data and information on our continent is condensed. 

It is a pioneer work on a world scale, 
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He said that they are also preparing a publication of a summary of the 
material on Latin America available in the Soviet Union, 


In conclusion he told us something that especially concerns us, Among the 
[AL's activities research is being done on the present situation and the 
prospects of socioeconomic development in Venezuela, 


"The pertinent working group has already been formed and is fully in opera- 
tion,’ he said, "and we hope to have the collaboration of Venezuelan 
organizations, institutions and researchers," 


Aims ot the Visit 


We asked him about the purpose of his visit and he told us that it is 

threef. d: in the first place, to deliver in the name of the International 
Lenin Award Committee and the Association for Friendship With Latin America, 
of which Volski is temporary president, a brotherly greeting to Miguel 

Otero Silva, who, as is known, was recently granted this prestigious award; 
in the second place, to participate in several ceremonies commemorating the 
110th anniversary of Lenin's birth; and lastly, together with authorities 
from the Central University of Venezuela and the Universities of Zulia and 
of the Andes, to make an evaluation of the cultural and scientific relations 
which the IAL maintains with them and to initiate new specific undertakings 
including the signing of an agreement with the University of the Andes. 


Relations With Venezuela 


We took advantage of the occasion to ask his opinion on relations between 
Venezuela and the USSR which were initiated in 1945 and were suspended for 
a long time. 


"They could be better and broader," he answered, “and I think the time will 
come when the objective need for them will be understood here. There are 
areas in which no country has as much experience as the USSR: railroads, 
river transportation, hydroelectric plants, transmission networks, fishing 
and so forth, In these and other fields the USSR has very modern technology 
which is recognized all over the world. At the same time, the USSR is ina 
position to buy many Venezuelan products." 


Later on, Volski stated that especially in the technical-scientific field 

it cannot be expected that the transnationals yj)) give Venezuela a substantial 
amount of autonomy," adding that "the Venezuelan scientific centers are aware 
of this situation and are looking for new possibilities without the restric- 
tions the Western World frequently establishes in this important field." He 
ended by emphasizing that the "USSR is dis,c ed toward a mutually beneficial 
collaboration since Soviet science is inierested in deepening and broadening 
its research into areas as important as, for example, tropic .1 flora and 
fauna, climatology, seismology and petroleum, not to mention history and 
culture, all of which are of universal relevance and not merely local.” 








Lenin Award for Otero Silva 


With a personality like Volski the conversation could go on indefinitely. 
But time presses and he has other commitments to which he must attend, We 
asked him to conclude by telling usa the significance of the granting of the 
Lenin award to the Venezuelan author Miguel Otero Silva, 


"It is the most important award in the international community," he 
explained, "given the prestige it has worldwide, not only because it carries 
Lenin's name, which in itself sums up all that is progressive and humanistic, 
but also because it has never been awarded for ends harmful to the majority 
of humanity. It is not granted with the intention of creating conflicts or 
of interfering in the internal affairs of other countries," 


Although Volski did not say so, the contrast with the Nobel prize is obvious. 
He continued; "The Lenin prize is a recognition of well-known previous merit, 
Miguel Otero Silva is neither a Marxist nor a communist, but rather an 
expression of the Venezuelan people. Lenin appreciated many things, as for 
example the works of Tolstoy although the latter was an aristocrat. Lenin 
said that Tolstoy, by reflecting in his works the spirit of the people, was 
the mirror of the revolution, Im the case of Otero Silva, his works present 
a panoramic picture of the life and struggles of the Venezuelan people. 

There is also in him a humanism which rebels against such horrors as a 

world war, 


He then informed us that the works of Otero Silva are quite well known in 
the USSR, several of them having been printed in millions of copies. 


"We believe," he concluded, "that every Soviet student or pupil knows 
Otero Silva as a representative of his people. Through him there thus is 
also a recognition of the Venezuelan people, who seek and deserve a better 
destiny," 


While we were walking toward the automobile which would take him to his 
country's embassy, where he was being expected, he confirmed something 
already announced by Serge Mikoyan, editor of the magazine AMERICA LATINA, 

an organ of the IAL, who also was here recently. It involved the publica- 
tion toward the end of this year of a special issue of the magazine dedicated 
to Venezuela which will contain material of the highest interest. 





We asked about mutua.i friends and finally said goodby. Volski will return 
from Maracaibo and Merida next week and on Wednesday, 14 May, he will give 

a talk at the UCV [Central University of Venezuela], Then he will return to 
Moscow after visits to Nexico City and Havana. 
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VENEZUELA 


MAS CONVENTION OPPOSES HERRERA ECONOMIC POLICIES 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish | Jun 80 pp 12-13 


[Text] Many proposals were passed at the recently concluded convention, 
but the one to continue opposing the government's economic policy was 
approved overwhelmingly by the 708 delegates that filled the rooms of 
the Parque Central for 3 days. 


As anticipated, there were no surprises at the Fifth National 
Convention of MAS [Movement for Socialism]. Teodoro Petkoff is its 
new president, and Pompeyo Marquez was reelected secretary general. 
The 708 delegates from all over the country, many of them with their 
Suitcases on the floor of the conference rooms of the Parque Central, 
voted in the following new national directorate of MAS: 


--President: Teodoro Petkoff (552 votes) 

--Vice president: Eloy Torres (503 votes) and Argelia Laya (457) 
--Secretary general: Pompeyo Marquez 

--Assistant secretary general: Freddy Munoz (445 votes) 

--Under secretaries general: Luis Bayardo Sardi (475) and Tirso Pinto 
(363) 


Some days before, the existence of factions was clearly demonstrated 
when the "Teodoro Petkoff backers" outdistanced the "Pompeyo Marquez 
backers" with 54 percent of the delegates. 


Another comment that was heard that same day was that an internal 
force had emerged which, although backing Teodoro Petkoff and Pompeyo 
Marquez, did present minor shades of difference. This faction of 

the "Pompeyo backers," which is better known as the "Third World," 
consists of youth leaders of the stature of Tirso Pinto and Rafael 
Thiellen who feel that party leadership must be diversified. The 
spokesman of this new faction is none other than Tirso Pinto, who 
pointed out on Saturday: "Our top leaders must reflect this opinion." 
Pinto backed the stand of the “Third Way," another faction that i: 
critical of bureaucratic methods and, i> addition, calls for the 
organization to embrace Marxism ("I fu.', agree with their criticism 
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of the bureaucracy and the danger of enthroning a leadership that 
might revoke our socialist program. I also agree with the idea of 
keeping Marxism as an analytical guide. I do not share their 
radicalization, which detracts from the strength of their proposals." 
EL NACIONAL, 18 May 1980), 


Amid this jumble of participants, who moved about, gesticulated, 

stood up, entered, left, fastened their bags and read the papers, 

one of the most sought-after leaders was the reelected secretary 
general, Pompeyo Marquez, who seated at the far end of one of the rows 
courteously answered the sarcastic queries of newsmen who wanted to 
know how the party's relations were with Jose Vicente Rangel. 


"The party maintains cordial relations with Jose Vicente and after 
the convention is over will meet with him to take a look at the 
national political picture. There might be momentary differences, 
but this does not destroy the common ground that could exist between 
us with regard to opposing bipolarization and seeking a different way 
of running the country." 


Asked to explain why the younger Petkoff is now president of MAS, 
Pompeyo replied: "We do not believe in generational problems. That is 
a reactionary notion." 


"Taking the Bull by the Horns" 


To "revolutionize the party's life" MAS offered a number of bylaw 
amendments that, on the one hand, curbed the powers of any majority 
and, on the other, guaranteed the rights of any minority. In Petkoff's 
eyes, for example, "the point is to legitimize the internal factions 
that could emerge at a given moment and to guarantee the proportional 
representation of all opinion trends in leadership bodies. We are 

also trying to limit the duration of nominally elected posts, to 
determine conflicts of interests in connection with posts and to 
broaden MAS's top leadership” (EL NACIONAL, 17 May 1980). 


As far as Petkoff is concerned, the press has engaged in biased 
speculation in stating that the "leodoro backers" have supposedly 
lost strength in MAS with the emergence of factions such as the 
"Third World":"Anyone who is somewhat familiar with MAS and national 
politics will realize that such an assumption is designed to strike 
at Pompeyo Marquez and to portray him as a prisoner of the faction 
called 'Third World.’ That seems to me to be a rotten thing to do to 
Pompeyo. In my judgment, this expresses the concerns of some of the 
media regarding MAS." 


On Saturday, the bylaws, policies, and agreements and resolutions 
committees were working full speed ahead in rooms two, four and five 
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on their proposals, one of which was a very lengthy motion calling 
for immediate action that would bring together the broadest segments 
of society. "The idea is that a political message and a number of 
political action proposals should come out of this conference," 


The program that the government ought to implement offers methods of 
combating the high cost of living and speculation, lines of action for 
citizens and a number of proposals to boost the income of the 
population, Some of them are: 


--Encourage the production of a shopping basket of basic items (foods, 
footwear, clothing and medicines), 


--Control the marketing channels for items in the basic basket. 
--Promote direct producer-consumer marketing. 


--Substantially improve the gathering and distribution of primary 
necessities, foodstuffs in particular. 


--Teach the population to defend their interests and to maximize 
the purchasing power of their earnings. 


The following are some of the lines of action for citizens to combat 
the high cost of living and speculation: 


--Reveal publicly who the speculators are. 
--Pressure the government to implement a consumer protection program. 
--Plan purchases carefully, buying only what is really needed. 


--Organize protests in communities to report merchants who speculate 
and air those protests on radio and TV and to counci!]men and to the 
Superintendency of Consumer Protection. 


Another proposal was to criticize two-time MAS presidential candidate 
Jose Vicente Rangel for his stand on the Sierra Nevada affair. This 
proposai was not passed by the delegates, but they did approve a 
motion praising Deputy Anselmo Natale, who represented the party in 
the Special Parliamentary Commission's investigation of the Sierra 
Nevada affair. 


In addition, the draft bylaws that were passed at the Fifth MAS 
Convention contain major new features, such as the elimination of 
majority steamrollers by setting up a system of proportional 
representation in leadership bodies at all levels and establishing 
the rights of the different factions. 
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There wae aleo support for a single list of leftist candidates in 198) 
that could be backed not only by traditional leftist parties and 
figures but by other sectors ae well, 


Hareh Opposition and Other Matters 


Even thoug! = cit agreement wae reached that thie Fifth Convention 
would not take up the (esue of presidential candidates, the members of 
MAS left eatiefied and convinced that: 


-="Thie convention will emphasize ite opposition to the administration 
of Herrera Campings, which is etubbornly pursuing 4 reactionary and 
abeurd policy of decontrolling prices, as endorsed by his economic 
cabinet, the ‘Chicago Boys,’ to the detriment of the real income of 
Venesuelans.” 


Jose Vicente Rangel is not being criticized for hie dissent, to 
which he ie entitled, but for his inconsistency with his own philo- 
sophy of vigorously combeting corruption and of punishing key 
individua now that a specific case has occurred, 


“MAS vill reai*iom ite etand as a socialist, revolutionary, democratic, 
human ot, participatory and pluralist force in the struggle to 
compl cely transform Venezuela on ethical bases. 


--Solidarity committees will be set up to support leftist forces in 
£. Saivador, and the revolutionary government of Nicaragua will be 
backed, 


“MAS i8 @ socialist, democratic party that intends to change the 
capitalist secial order, which is not the case with Social Democracy. 


--la our efforts to offer a real governmental option, it is obvious 
that in terme of the development of our organization “our endeavors 
do not match the gains we have made in the political arena and the 
boldness that has characterized our actions in this arena.” 

‘Fifth Convention, MAS Organ for Discussion No 5) 
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VENEZUELA 


ESTEBAN REY ANALYZES MILITARY DESIRE FOR CREATER POWER 
aracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 20 May 80 See | p 18 
lArticle by Luise Esteban Rey] 


(Text! ‘ihe participation of the Armed Forces in the country's deve! 
opment was perhaps the moet important issue broached by Gen Pedro 
Elias Davila in 4 recent interview. General Davila is the principa! 
of the Ofticer Training School of the Armed Forces of Cooperation 
(EFOPAC) and received his law degree from the UCV [Central University 
of Venezuela). He is a ranking officer with a modern outlook, !ik« 
many of his colleagues in the Armed forces, and he realizes, as they 
do, that in addition to specifically military disciplines, future 
officers must cover other fielde of knowledge that will acquaint tnem 
with the country's economic, social and political realities and with 
ite hemispheric relations, because only in thie way will they be abi 
to fully discharge their historic role in defending the nation, which 
is the responsibility of the entire national community today, and at 
the same time to make their contribution to the struggle for the 
republic's economic and social development. 


The questions surrounding this iesue gave the head of EFOFAC the 
opportunity to set forth his viewpoints. General Davila feels that 
an integrating element does not yet exist to bring the Armed Forces 
into the major undertaking of development. His suggestion is that 

a number of changes would have to be made in current legislation to 
achieve this. "A sort of organic law could be passed,” he adds, 
“whose objectives would, in fact, be to facilitate the participation 
of all segments of Venezuelan society.” 


The newsman ther asked him whether he was proposing the institutionali- 
zation of the Arved Forces in the process of democratic development. 
The following is the complete, word-ior-word response of the EFOFAC 
principal: “Exactly. Armed Forces participation would thus be 
regulated and would not depend on any political or partisan element. 
Under thie arrangement, those who are called upon to head up a state 
agency would no longer be identified with the administration in power. 
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In other words, the officer would be representing the Armed Forces, 
based on the merite earned on hie service record snd on his aptitude 
and suitability for the position, There is someching more important: 
the inetitutionalisation of such participation would assure continuity 
and enable plane and programe extending beyond constitutional terme of 
office to be implemented without interruptions, which are common when 
changes of administration take place, and without being discontinued 
(which at times ie obviously damaging to state interests) when a 
tranefer of power aleo entaile a change in political philosophy. 
Furthermore, since we are dealing with @ way to preserve and enhance 
the system that governs estate activities, vital taske cannot be 
assigned haphagardly or depend on more or less discretionary decisions 
in accordance with demands and circumstances." 


A Problem To Be Resolved 


The active and institutional participation of the Armed Forces in a 
developing country with a democratic system is a problem that, as far 
as I know, has not yet been fully resolved and is, therefore, an 
interesting issue. In 1973 and 1975 | debated this issue in the 
presse with Jose Vicente Rangel, Pompeyo Marquez and German Lairet. 
They wrote in various printed media and I wrote for the magazine 
SEMAN Centauro Publications of Caracas put out a short collection 
of these articles in 1976 entitled "The Military and Politics: An 
Unfiniehed Debate." I had suggested the title "The Armed Forces and 
National Development," but perhaps the publisher felt that the other 
had more impact, even though it was less precise. Referring to the 
reason for the press debate, the publisher, in his introduction to 
the book, says that it “reveals that a major change is going on in 
the country, @ concern that goes beyond the routine of politics, and 
a healthy attempt at demythologizing. Rangel, Rey, Marquez and Lairet 
are debating the issue of the Armed Forces because they realize their 
institutional importence and their great significance in any devel- 
opment process today." 





All of us who took part in this debate acknowledged, at the outset, 
the need for Armed Forces cooperation in the country's development, 
but we differed as to the way in which the cooperation ought to be 
implemented. Rangel, Marquez and Lairet contended that the involve- 
ment of the military should be comprehensive and that, if deemed 
appropriate, the constitution ought to be amended to do away with its 
“hypocritical restrictions” (as Jose Vicente Rangel called them) that 
prevent the Armed Forces from taking part “in guiding the country." 
The “hypocritical” restrictions are contained in Article 143, which 
defines the Armed Forces as an “apolitical, dutiful and nondeliberative" 
institution. 
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But none of the individuale who engaged me in debate specified how the 
participation of the military could be developed if this article of 
the conetitution were stricken, nor what would happen in the event that 
serious differences arose between the Armed Forces and the civilian 
government, ‘Assuming that tomorrow, pursuant to a conetitutional 
amendment,” | pointed out on that occasion, “the military were able 

to deliberate and participate with civilians in ‘guiding the country’ 
and in drafting the major political and technical guidelines for 
development, what would happen if there were serious disagreements 
between civilian and military rulers? (And thi. was before we found 

mut MAS' [Movement for Socialiem] well-kept secret: the makeup and 
workings of the inetitutione on which the military-civilian cooperetion 
to lead the country would be based). Wouldn't the military be tempted 
to make use of ite available force to do away with such differences! 
After all, if the military is allowed tomorrow to deliberate, discuss 
and share power, in practice it will become the country's moet 
powerful political party, because it will be an armed party” 

SEMANA, 25 September/! October 1975. 


General Daviia's Opinions 


Let me now offer a commentary on the views expressed by Gen Pedro 
Elias Davila, the EFOFAC principal, on the suitability of institution- 
aligzing the participation of the Armed Forces in the country's devel- 
opment. According to the statements of hie that 1 cited above, 
General Davila suggests that thie would not be individual partic: 
pation; rather, officers would join in governmental tasks on behait 

of the Armed Forces, and it is my understanding that they would be 
designated by the Armed Forces without input from the administration 
in power, which could not disemise them either. Thus, General Davila 
observes, there would be continuity in the taske entrusted to these 
otficers because they would not be subject to changes in government o7 
to a shift in power from one political party to another. Hence, 
continuity would be assured in government posts and, therefore, in 
the work that officers would perform on behalf of development. The 
EFOFAC head notes quite rightly that the interruptions that tend to 
occur in administrative work when there is a change in government, 
especially if a new party takes over, at times are damaging to «tat: 
interests. 


General Davila’s judgment is that Congress could pass an organic law 
tor the purposes outlined in the previous passage. I feel, however, 
that as General Davila proposes it, the inetitutionalization of Armed 
Forces participation in official development programe requires some- 
thing more than an organic law; it requires, perhaps, an amendment of 
the constitution. In the first place, the involvement of the military, 
as I think that General Davila views it, would affect Articles 132 

and 190, Paragraph i7, of the constitution. 
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Under thie paragraph of Article 190, the president of the republic has 
the power “to appoint and remove, in accordance with the law, the 
national officials and civil servants whom another authority is not 
empowered to designate.” Genera) Davila's proposal would deprive the 
president of the republic of thie power with regard to the incorporation 
of officere into public administration. It would also affect Article 
132, according to which the Armed Forces “are an apolitical, dutiful 
and nondeliberative institution,” because in reserving for themselves 
4 decision that has eo far been within the exclusive purview of the 
chief of etate (in other words, if the chief of state can no longer 
have 4 say in the appointment of officers assigned to public admin- 
ietration), the Armed Forces to a certain extent would cease to be 
dutiful and sondeliberative. And what about the case of putting an 
Armed Forces officer at the head of a ministry? Who would do the 
appointing? Under Paragraph 2 of Article 190 of the constitution, this 
comes under the jurisdiction of the president of the republic, and 

the same goes for hie removal. We might also wonder how these 
restrictions on presidential powers would be reconciled with his 
authority ae commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces. 


if my oareumente are, in fact, correct, then I have demonstrated that 
@ com: itutional amendment, not just an organic law, would be needed 
to briog the military into the task of national development. 


The Political Problem 





But aside from constitutional considerations, we must also take up 
those of @ political nature, which are no less important and thought- 
provoking. Lf the involvement of the Armed Forces in development were 
to be inetitutionalized, as Gen Pedro Elias Davila proposes, they 
would inevitably become, in practice, a political power virtually 
outeide the republic's civilian government. It would not be long 
before friction and differences, often serious, arose between depart- 
mente run by the military and those run by civilians. The president 
of the republic would have his decision-making hands tied and in any 
case he would have to discuss his decisions with the Armed Forces so 
that they would be the ones to intercede in any troublesome situation. 


in practice, there would be two autonomous powers in public admin- 
istration: @ civilian government led by the president of the republic, 
and a military government that obeyed only the Armed Forces, of which, 
in turn, the president is commander-in-chief. I am underscoring the 
contradictions and the political and constitutional obstacles to the 
implementation of the ideas expressed by the head of EFOFAC. Even 

if the constitution were to be amended, there would still be the 
political tesue, which is just as important. 
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it would be advisable to investigate whether any democratic country 
hae legislation such a8 that proposed by Ceneral Davila, aimed at 
securing the effective cooperation of the military in development and 
adminietrative tasks, I doubt ic, 


The iseue that we have been discussing is closely tied to the apolitical 
nature of the Armed Forces, I agree with General Davial's assertion 
that “the apolitical nature that we are talking about meane that the 
Arwed Forces cannot be deliberative and much lease get involved in 
‘he partiean quarrels and controversies staged by the various factions 
perating in our pluralist system. This does not mean,” General Davila 
dde, “that they cannot study, discuss or have views concerning 
politacal acience, or that they cannot analyee and reflect on our 
motional problems, which, of course, are imbued with political over- 


ton a,” 


jow, an fact, can @ military man, 4 soldier, remain divorced from what 
16 going on in his country, especially when it is a developing 
vuntry with serious social and economic probleme and that, (urther- 
more, i6 striving to assure its sovereignty and independence in an 
ocreasingly complex and interdependent world’ How con a soldier, 
r ony Veneguelan, pretend to overlook what Venesuela means as an 
il-producing country and the internatione! implications of this status? 
The officer corps must not confuse on apolitical approach with 
jitference regarding matters that in todey's world directly concern 
ir specific functions in defending the country. The more the 
milicery knows about the country and ite problems, the better it can 
pertorm tte own taske and at the same time take pert in the national 
Jevelopment process. We must, of course, look for a way to bring this 
about without altering fundamental constitutional and democratic 
principles. Our officers are acauiring increasingly greater knowledge, 
which combined with the spirit of discipline and organization that 
Ls taherent in the nature of their functions, constitutes an 
indispensable force in moving forward along the path of development. 


| am going to conclude by quoting the final remarks in one of my 
firet articles (SEMANA, 3-9 May 1973) in the debate with Jose Vicente 
Rangel, Pompeyo Marquez and German Lairet: “Ae we can see," 1 said, 
it 18 mot that easy to specify and determine the limites and iieids of 
action of the Armed Forces in national development under a democratic 
‘stem, or under what conditions they are to participate. But 1 am 
nvinced that their participation ie necessary. The military is 
be ng increasingly aware of the actual Witione in the country, 
‘ntensity and seriousness of its economic and social problems. 
in fact, moet officers are certainly in favor of a policy of sub- 
stantial changes and reforms that wili truly reach our large under- 
privile,ged masses, improve their living conditions and make them real 
citizens of their country.” 
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